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—> A reader responds to “We Are All From Cleveland”: Last week, I
published a piece that explored the reflexive urge so many of us feel to identify
ourselves as Clevelanders. The response on social media was largely positive, but a
lot of that may have come from folks who live in the suburbs, which does not prove
a point so much as echo the theme. Deep down, we all want to be from Cleveland,
even when we’re from Solon, so that we can all be against the world yada yada.

I also received a thoughtful response from a Cleveland resident by email. I’ve
removed the sender’s name and edited out a couple of details that could identify
him, as he probably didn’t know when he emailed me that I’d turn it into newsletter
content, but, well, this is good newsletter content.

Hey Joe, 

I read your column with a mix of amusement and a touch of
bemusement.  

You see, I've not always lived in Cleveland, but when I moved here a
while back, I was struck by the hypocrisy of many (obviously not all
*sigh*) self-described Clevelanders. On one hand, they are all in when
it comes to sports teams, the cultural institutions, our "wonderful"
health systems, but then turn around and denounce actual inhabitants
of Cleveland proper as a bunch of derelict hood rats and working-class
slobs (proud working-class guy here!) whose city would be better off
razed and rebuilt. I'd hear it from people I worked with and read it in
letters to the editor and on social media.  
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These attitudes may be waning, but as someone who lives in the City of
Cleveland, I have a question for you. What should those of us who live
in Cleveland call ourselves? Should we lend our grit to those who have
not lived with and fought back against the problems and issues specific
to our urban experience? We have organized block clubs and supported
neighbors through thick and thin in ways that suburbanites may not
comprehend. Should we ignore the clearly racist origins of Cleveland's
decline (redlining, blockbusting, white flight) and now gentrification of
core neighborhoods? 

Certainly, your column is meant to be an uplifting and perhaps
unifying piece, but when we ignore the back story, we do a huge
disservice to creating a better and more perfect region.  

Thanks for your time.

I’ll be honest. I had a long response all teed up and ready to go today. I was going to
point out the areas where we agreed – such as the racist challenges of the city’s
present and past – and I was going to push back a bit and point out the advantages
of having a lot of people invested in the idea of being from Cleveland. Then I did
something I should have done the first time I read this letter. I read it one more
time, and I put myself in the author’s shoes, and I realized if I lived on the other
side of East 185th and had similar experiences, I might feel the same way the
author does. I’d be responding as the me who lives in Euclid to the me who in an
alternate universe had chosen to live in North Collinwood.

So, I’m just going to share this letter as another point of view. Thank you, Jason
(ironically, not his real name) for writing in.

Thoughts? Email joe.donatelli@wews.com. 

———
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Want to subscribe? 
Sign up here. Add your email up at the top of the page and select this newsletter by
name way down at the bottom of the page. Then hit SUBMIT.
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