
 

To: Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association 

c/o Mr. Bernard Childress, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 319 
Hermitage, TN 37076 
 
From: Dr. Kristin McGraner 
Founder and Chief Executive Officer at STEM Preparatory Academy  
 
Re: Official Disciplinary Action Demanded Immediately 

 

Dear Mr. Childress,  

On the evening of November 17, 2021, an official referee for the TSSAA STEM Prep vs. Smyrna High School women’s 

basketball team used a racial slur against a STEM Prep player. As clearly seen on the game tape, and as shared by 

witness accounts, the white male referee approached the 14-year-old black female player in an aggressive manner 

and called her the N-word. This incredibly offensive, racist event underscores the institutional racism that exists within 

athletics, as well as within the TSSAA organization. 

At 8:20am this morning, TSSAA chose to issue three letters (attached) of reprimand, financial and participation penalty 

against the players, and a parent who were dehumanized by the official’s action. STEM Prep subsequently called the 

TSSAA office and Assistant Director Gene Menees directly to discuss this matter. No call has been returned. We demand 

that swift and decisive action be taken.  

According to the Regulations Governing Officials Registered with TSSAA, “The Executive Director shall have authority to 

suspend registration of an official who is guilty of unsportsmanlike conduct or unethical conduct.” As the Executive 

Director, we call on you to exercise this clause immediately by instituting a permanent suspension of this official.  

Furthermore, as this is not the first incident of systemic racism within TSSAA, we call for a review of official screening 

and hiring practices, the code of conduct governing the behavior of all employees and contracted officials, and sustained 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion training led by a qualified external party. We look forward to hearing the specific plans for 

reparation the TSSAA will be making.  

Cordially,  

 

Dr. Kristin L. McGraner 

Chief Executive Officer 

 


