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G OV E R NOR B I L L L E E
Task Force Update

Established to examine challenges within Tennessee's criminal justice system

The Task Force released a comprehensive package of data-driven policy recommendations for upcoming 
legislative sessions in December 2019 that seek to improve public safety, increase reentry support and 
reduce recidivism, address unmet behavioral health needs, and make Tennessee communities safer.

The Task Force’s 23 recommendations are aimed at strengthening responses to individuals with behavioral 
health needs; equalizing the treatment of those housed in local jails with those housed in state prisons; 
tailoring responses to different types of offenses; improving the efficiency and effectiveness of community 
supervision; and minimizing barriers to successful reentry.

HEALTH CARE MODERNIZATION TASK FORCE

Established to address the state's major healthcare issues

The Task Force was formed with Finance & Administration Commissioner Stuart McWhorter and Bill 
Carpenter, former Chairman and CEO of LifePoint Health, as co-chairs. 

The group’s work will help drive the state’s consideration of ideas to improve the lives of Tennesseans 
who lack access to high-quality, affordable healthcare by promoting innovation, uniting market forces and 
addressing community-level issues that contribute to poor health outcomes.

This past summer, McWhorter and eight cabinet-level officials heard from healthcare leaders and stakeholders 
from across the state in a series of listening sessions in each of the three grand divisions. The Task Force will 
meet over the course of 2020 to deliver a series of options and solutions for the governor to consider.

AGRICULTURE EDUCATION & YOUTH PARTICIPATION TASK FORCE

Established to examine and improve the agricultural education structure and delivery in Tennessee

In January 2019, the Task Force submitted 18 recommendations focused on providing a new direction 
and offering equal opportunities for all students to pursue an education and career in the Tennessee 
agriculture industry.

The proposed recommendations would align agricultural education with changing industry needs, 
enable Tennessee to lead the nation in agricultural education, innovation and competitiveness, and 
enable students in all regions of Tennessee to realize the potential and opportunities within the fields of 
agriculture and agriculture technology for a prosperous and challenging career.


