
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 20, 2020 

 

The Honorable Governor Gretchen Whitmer 

111 S. Capitol, P.O. Box 30013 

Lansing, Michigan 48909 

 

Dear Governor Whitmer, 

 

Thank you for your continued work to slow the spread of COVID-19 in Michigan, in an effort to keep 

everyone safe. There is no doubt that this has been the most challenging time in our State’s recent history and 

one which requires every Michigander to remain vigilant as we work together to continue fighting this 

disease and the spread in our community.  

  

As you continue to consider opening additional areas of our economy, we write you today on behalf of the 

many businesses in Grand Rapids and throughout Kent County that are facing extreme uncertainty. Many of 

these businesses are on the verge of collapse due to their inability to resume operations, and it will no doubt 

further devastate our local economy for many years to come. We have heard from many of these business 

owners who have consulted with health experts, including our local health officials, to employ creative 

measures, ensuring guidelines are followed to safely reopen. We have no doubt that it must be incredibly 

difficult to manage such a diverse State as ours under these circumstances - knowing there isn't a “one size 

fits all fix.” However, we ask you to reconsider the possibility of additional businesses being able to open 

safely and trust our community, in collaboration with your administration, to decide what is the next best 

steps to safely reopen businesses.  

  

One of the many factors that have contributed to positive pandemic data in our area is a program 

implemented by our Kent County Health Department, which includes a public health surveillance tool for 

COVID-19. The “Kent County Back to Work” program has contributed to slowing the spread of COVID-19 

in our community and places of employment, helping health officials to stay ahead of virus hotspots or 

outbreaks. The program provides education and screening tools to employers and has helped to identify any 

potential clusters early, preventing large outbreaks in workplaces that are currently open. Recent data has 

shown that since it began in May, the use of the screening tool has averted approximately 900 people from 

work for failing the screening due to reported symptoms or contact with someone who tested positive or had 

traveled overseas or on a cruise ship. The data collected does not contain personally identifiable information 

and is aggregated before being shared with the Kent County Health Department. To date, over 130 

employers have implemented the program and others continue to join. 

  

Additionally, as of today, there are 7,150 total cases in Kent County and 154 deaths which represents an 

extremely low mortality rate of around 2.15%, well below the State’s 7% mortality rate. These numbers 

include 5,873 cases that have recovered and 1,108 active cases.  Kent County Health Department Director 

Adam London has found that the employee screening program is one way we can employ to keep our 

numbers low and encourage employers to embrace not only the tool but the message that we all need to do 

our part to keep our workplaces and ultimately our community safe. 

 

The businesses that we are hearing from include those that traditionally provide service indoors such as 

bowling alleys, movie theaters, gyms and other large indoor athletic facilities, arenas, etc. These businesses 

have seen others like manufacturers and casinos be afforded the opportunity to reopen with modifications to 



 
 

traditional services or offerings by implementing reduced capacity, social distancing, and the use of PPE 

while they must remain closed. With appropriate safety measures and reduced capacity, these businesses and 

non-profit organizations are ready to work with health professionals and your administration to ensure they 

can re-open safely. This will require sacrifice, innovation and more importantly the willingness to be flexible 

and we are confident that our business and organizational leaders are committed to keeping not only their 

workplace, but our community safe.  

  

While we appreciate the tremendous amount of consideration that must go into every decision to reopen 

sectors of the economy, we remain deeply concerned that neither the City nor the County has been afforded 

the opportunity to participate in determining when our businesses can safely reopen and ask for that 

opportunity moving forward. Our business leaders, both big and small, have consistently demonstrated a 

tremendous sense of pride, dedication and willingness to innovate to ensure our community stays safe - we 

are not afraid to partner and collaborate across all sectors to find solutions.  

  

As local elected leaders, we continue to support our businesses and our community as they navigate 

unforeseen challenges and obstacles in the face of this pandemic. We are committed to ensuring that all 

businesses are afforded an opportunity to reopen with appropriate measures, protocols, and plans that adhere 

to your orders to keep everyone safe.  

  

Please let us know how we can partner with you in your efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19 while 

allowing our businesses to open safely and work to recover our local economy.   We welcome the 

opportunity to assist your administration in keeping our community safe, while supporting our local 

businesses to survive this pandemic. 

 

Sincerely, 

    

    

 

 

 

Rosalynn Bliss, Mayor      Mandy Bolter, Chair 

City of Grand Rapids      Kent County Board of Commissioners 

 

 

cc: 

Grand Rapids City Manager Mark Washington  

Kent County Administrator Wayman Britt  

Kent County Health Department Director Adam London 

The Honorable Senator Winnie Brinks 

The Honorable Senator Peter MacGregor 

The Honorable Senator Aric Nesbitt 

The Honorable Senator Roger Victory 

The Honorable Representative Lynn Afendoulis 

The Honorable Representative Thomas Albert 

The Honorable Representative Tommy Brann 

The Honorable Representative Rachel Hood  

The Honorable Representative Mark Huizenga 

The Honorable Representative Steven Johnson 

The Honorable Representative David LaGrand 

The Honorable Representative Jim Lilly 

The Honorable Representative Mary Whiteford 

Poppy Sias Hernandez 


