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July 29, 2021
  
 
Dear Parents and Guardians:

The Canton City School District has been working with public health experts to plan for the 
return to school for the 2021-22 school year. As we have stated in the past, this plan continues 
to evolve as we strive to provide a safe and secure learning environment.  We are 
implementing a universal indoor masking policy for all staff, students and visitors beginning 
August 2, 2021.  Our decision to implement this policy is based on the following facts:

● The Centers for Disease Controls has recently changed its masking recommendations 
based on new information on the Delta COVID variant.  CDC is now recommending that 
masks be used in indoor settings in areas of substantial to high transmission rates of 
new COVID cases.  As of today, Stark County is classified as moderate transmission 
and health officials anticipate this changing to substantial in the next few weeks.

● The CDC recommends universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students and 
visitors to schools, regardless of vaccination status.

● The Canton Public Health Department recommends indoor masking for all students, 
staff, and teachers.

● The City of Canton has a 36% vaccination rate for people aged 20 to 65 and a 16% 
vaccination rate for those aged 12-19.  These low rates present a substantial risk for 
infection of COVID illness.

● We will review this policy on a monthly basis throughout the school year.
 
UNIVERSAL INDOOR MASKING

All staff and students are required to wear face coverings while indoors and on school provided 
transportation. The district will provide two cloth masks per student and disposable masks will 
be available in the event a child forgets their covering at home. Health guidelines provide 
exceptions for wearing face coverings when doing so would significantly interfere with the 
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learning process or is otherwise not advisable for medical reasons. In these instances, 
approved face shields will be required. Medical documentation will be required. Educators may 
use discretion in allowing students to remove face coverings for “mask breaks” when social 
distancing can be maintained. Face coverings should fit snugly, yet comfortably, and be worn 
horizontally. Furthermore, coverings should cover one’s nose, mouth, and chin at all times. 

We are asking that all of our families do their part by practicing social distancing and following 
the district’s face-covering rules. 

SOCIAL DISTANCING

We will enforce social distancing (3 feet between people) to the greatest extent possible. We 
plan to utilize all our space among all persons on school grounds and those utilizing school 
transportation. Buildings will utilize visual cues (i.e., floor markings, signs, etc.) and other 
strategies to reinforce social distancing. Teachers and staff will stress the importance of social 
distancing often and teach this as part of our daily norms.

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE 2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR

We are providing in-person instruction for Preschool through Grade 12 all day, every day.  Our 
Bulldog Virtual Academy will be available for students with medical or other reasons who 
cannot attend in-person instruction. Students who select Bulldog Virtual Academy will be 
asked to remain there for the full semester.  These choices put our students in a position to 
have the greatest opportunity for academic success.  

In closing, I would like to thank you for your continued support as we prepare for the upcoming 
school year.  If we continue to work together as Bulldogs, we will have a memorable and 
successful school year. 
          
Sincerely,

Jeffery S. Talbert
Superintendent


