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November 22, 2019 
 

PRESS RELEASE – DEPUTY MANUEL VAN SANTEN 
 
Introduction 

I am the attorney for the union—PCDSA—and Deputy Manuel Van Santen.  I am here to 
provide a statement on behalf the union and Deputy van Santen.  I will answer some 
questions at the conclusion.  For those of you who know me and my body of work, you 
know that I have worked tirelessly—and often for free—on behalf of vulnerable children, 
victims of domestic violence and children who have been abused in the State’s care.  As 
the attorney for the union and Deputy van Santen, I am troubled by the lack of focus on the 
group home where this incident occurred and the 911 call that led my client to respond to 
the scene. 

Personal Statement 

My client has authorized me to read his personal statement: 

 “As I close in on 12 years of service, I have been proud to be a Pima County 
Sheriff’s Deputy.  I have served our community to the best of my ability.  I 
want to set the record straight. 

First, the viral video that was released on November 13th does not show the 
entire encounter at the group home.  There are events before and after the 
video clip that were critical to the use of force and the overall context of the 
arrest.  Unfortunately, some interactions were not captured in the video clip or 
cannot be seen in the clip—interactions that were critical to my training and 
use of force. 

Second, I will be completely transparent in any OPS inquiry to come, and I am 
offering to testify in front of any grand jury regarding my conduct.  I followed 
my training and the directives of the Pima County Sheriff’s 
Department.  Nothing more, nothing less. 
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Third, I am surprised and saddened that the Pima County Attorney’s Office 
has changed course given the continuous reports of violence and threats at the 
group home.  It is a place that is notorious for chaos and poor supervision of 
the residents.  REMEMBER: I was dispatched to the scene of a reported 
crime.  I was there to secure and detain an individual who was identified as a 
criminal suspect, specifically, threats, disorderly conduct and criminal damage 
to the facility.  I was there to secure individuals who might be a threat to 
themselves, the staff and other residents.  This was all confirmed upon my 
arrival and BEFORE I entered the building.   

Fourth, even though it is extremely difficult, I love my job as a law 
enforcement officer.  I want to continue to serve and protect the people of 
Pima County.  In that role, I can only recall using force five (5) times in the 
past twelve (12) years.  None of those incidents involved deadly force.  None 
were found to be out-of-compliance.  The greatest amount of force I have ever 
had to use was a taser.  I am generally regarded as soft-spoken and gentle in 
all my dealings inside and outside the Department. 

I can look my wife and my children in the face today and know that I did my 
job to the best of my ability. 

I look forward to clearing my name and returning to duty.” 


