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Former Denver Mayor calls for investigation into local TV sports blackout  
 
 
Colorado Attorney General Phil Weiser,  
 
Dear Phil, 
 
The continuing blackout of Denver professional sports teams by Comcast, now in its fourth sports 
season, is unfairly depriving local fans of their teams and poorly serving the local communities that grant 
Comcast a virtual cable television monopoly.  
 
It’s time for our elected leaders to stand up and use their power to dig deep into this dispute, demand 
answers and perhaps propose some needed pro-consumer reforms. We need some good old-fashioned 
investigations.   
 
This dispute is personal for me. I am a lifelong Denver sports fan and I’ve been following the Denver 
Nuggets from day one of the franchise’s history.  I’m a Nuggets season ticket holder.  But when I can’t 
get to Ball Arena, or when the team is on the road, I cannot watch my team.   
 
As a Comcast subscriber, I am paying a fee to see regional sports, part of a total monthly Comcast bill 
that is as expensive as some people’s car payments.   
 
Unfortunately, if you are a Denver Comcast customer, the company didn’t tell you exactly what region 
you will see sports from, because when it comes to the NBA or NHL, it’s not Denver. 
 
It feels like I, and other Denver fans, have been hoodwinked.  I pay for sports but can’t see all but one of 
our local pro sports teams.  But the regional sports fee on my Comcast bill is exactly what it was before 
the blackout.   
 
I urge you to thoroughly investigate whether Comcast is illegally taking advantage of its customers in 
Colorado. 
In addition to being a very unhappy Comcast customer, I am also a resident and taxpayer in the City and 
County of Denver, which, like other municipal governments, enters into a franchise agreement with 
Comcast.  At least in part because of these agreements, Comcast has an estimated 93 percent market 
share in the Denver metro region, which by any measure is a virtual monopoly.   
 
In return for these benefits Comcast agrees to provide certain categories of programming that meet the 
needs and desires of these communities.  One of those broad categories is “local sports.” 
Comcast can and does claim that they are providing sports, but obscure Vegas poker tournaments don’t 
give me my local sports fix.  I’m a Denver fan, and for me that’s the Denver Nuggets. 
 
So, first, local governments should carefully review their franchise agreements and determine what 
authority they have under law and under the text of the agreements to review exactly how well Comcast 
is serving the community.   
 



For example, Comcast has an obligation to provide local news and other vital information to the public. 
Comcast would never assert that showing local news from Wyoming, the Arizona weather or the New 
Mexico legislature to Denver customers is meeting the requirement to serve our community.    So why 
are local sports fans, paying for access to distant events and their local teams are blacked out? 
 
In addition to being a Comcast customer, and a Denver taxpayer, I am also a Comcast shareholder. That 
gives me and other shareholders a voice and a vote.  
 
Perhaps it’s time that Colorado shareholders speak up at public shareholder meetings about how we are 
being treated by the corporate bosses in Philadelphia.   
 
The sad reality is that Comcast wants us Denver fans to pay a premium subscription fee for access to our 
local teams.  Since Denver is one of the few remaining cities that has a locally owned regional sports 
network – and Comcast is seeking to dramatically expand its group of similar networks – we in Denver 
are pawns. 
 
Disrespecting Denver has never sat well with me.  As Mayor, and ever since, I speak out when anybody is 
running down my town.   It irked me to hear a Comcast corporate spokesperson say that few people in 
Denver want to watch the Avs or Nuggets on TV, when half a million people came to downtown Denver 
to celebrate the Avs’ Stanley Cup win last year.   
 
We do not have to accept this treatment and we shouldn’t. I say enough is enough. Let’s get some 
answers.   
 
Yours Truly, 
Wellington  
 

Sent from my iPhone 
 


