
June 14, 2021 
 
Hassan: 
 
This letter is in response to our phone conversation on June 3rd and your follow-up text messages on June 9th 
concerning your stated intention to remove me from my role as Deputy Monitor on the Monitoring Team and 
either: 1) restrict my service solely to community-related matters to ensure that I do not have any responsibility 
for assessing compliance or 2) remove me entirely from the team. You’ve indicated that this shift is necessary 
because the City of Cleveland and the Department of Justice have called into question my objectivity after hearing 
my contributions as a featured guest during an on-air interview with the Cleveland-area NPR affiliate after the 
verdict in the Derrick Chauvin trial.   
 
In many ways, the stated reason for this organizational change continues to confound me. My responses during 
the interview were made in my role as a law professor and researcher at Case Western Reserve University School 
of Law. At no time during the interview did I make any mention of the City of Cleveland, the consent decree, or 
my role as a member of the Independent Monitoring Team. Moreover, the responses I provided capsulized 
information about American policing that is well-supported in existing literature. I recognize that it is a tall order 
for some to accept the reality that violence exists in American policing and that systemic change is needed in 
order to address the longstanding and disproportionate impact that excessive use of force by police has had on 
Black people. However, the work of police reform is rooted in some of these hard truths. For such conversations 
to still be a source of contention in this space is both surprising and reaffirms why reform and systemic change 
remain critically necessary. I have always been committed to honest dialogue – whether in my research, on the 
air, in community, or during our more formal meetings.  
 
With that said, I have remained open to feedback, critique, and conversation regarding how my comments were 
received by you or anyone with whom we work. After all, the NPR interview was part of a live broadcast during 
which I responded to questions and comments from the host, other guests, and call-in listeners. I understand 
that my responses during the fast-paced radio show raised concern amongst some of the people that you’ve 
spoken to. To proactively address this articulated concern, I even suggested setting up a meeting for the 
expressed purpose of facilitating clarity and understanding. This offer was rebuffed. 
 
As a member of this team for the past six years, I have been steadfastly guided by principle, professionalism and 
objectivity. It is important to me that the entire team knows that it has never been my intent to hinder the vital 
work at the center of the Cleveland consent decree. Indeed, I originally agreed to join the Monitoring Team 
because of my love for this City and the people who live and work here. The opportunity to substantively 
contribute to what I’ve always hoped would be the successful implementation of the consent decree has been 
worth many of my professional and personal sacrifices. This has even meant setting aside the emotionally taxing 
and specious nature of repeated objections to my involvement from at least one individual within the City.  
 
However, these new, unsupported assertions that seek to malign my professional reputation is not something 
that I am willing to passively endure. Any acquiescence on my part to limit my engagement on the Monitoring 
Team to community issues that do not involve assessing compliance would give these baseless attacks on my 
professional objectivity unmerited credence. Moreover, you and I both understand that removing me from the 
substantive compliance work of this project is, in fact, removing me from the team.  
 
As difficult as it is to walk away from the work that means so much to me and many within the Cleveland 
community, the ultimatum as presented leaves me without any other option.  
        

 
Sincerely, 
 

        
        

Ayesha Bell Hardaway 


