
   
 
 

November 19, 2020 

 

Mike Freeman, Commissioner 

Scott James, Commissioner 

Barbara Kirkmeyer, Commissioner 

Weld County Board of Commissioners 

via email 

 

Mark Lawley, Deputy Director 

Weld County Department of Public Health and Environment 

via email 

 

RE:  Weld County COVID-19 Dial Level Change  

 

Dear Commissioners and Deputy Director Lawley: 

 

On November 3, 2020, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) 

notified Weld County Department of Public Health and Environment that the county’s 

incidence rate had exceeded COVID-19 Dial Level Yellow thresholds, and requested a 

mitigation plan. At that time, the county’s COVID-19 metrics were as follows: 

 

● Two-week cumulative incidence rate: 456.82/100,000 people 

● Percent positivity: 10.84% 

● 2-week COVID-19 case count (new cases): 1,479 

 

We did not receive a mitigation plan, and as of today, the county’s COVID-19 metrics are as 

follows: 

 

● Two-week cumulative incidence rate: 1063.12/100,000 people 

● Percent positivity: 16.6% 

● 2-week COVID-19 case count (new cases): 3,442 

 

Weld county’s incidence rate has been above the Level Red threshold for 19 days. The testing 

site in Weld county is reporting a percent positivity of over 20% for the past several days, 

indicating that the incidence trend will continue to increase. In addition, 45 out of 48 ICU 

beds in Weld county are currently in use, meaning that health care resources from all parts of 

the state will need to be used to provide critical care to Weld county residents imminently. 

 

As such, CDPHE is moving Weld County to COVID-19 Dial Level Red. The change from Level 

Yellow to Level Red is effective Sunday, November 22, 2020 at 5pm and the county should 
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work to inform residents, businesses and other stakeholders to ensure the transition is 

completed by then. 

 

This process will require the county to implement restrictions across all sectors as described 

in Section II.F of Public Health Order 20-36, as amended. We will re-evaluate Weld County’s 

COVID-19 metrics the week of December 18. Should transmission levels continue to escalate, 

we may revisit additional restrictions sooner. Conversely, should the county restore metrics 

for a less restrictive level at any time during the more restrictive phase, the county would 

need to maintain those metrics for two weeks and complete the request process described 

here. 
 

Life-rite activities that are already scheduled for November 20-22, such as weddings or 

memorial services, may proceed as planned. Any future activities must conform to the new 

requirements. 

 

I want to assure you that we appreciate the unique challenges facing Weld County and 

commend you for your diligence. Preventing the spread of this persistent virus takes the 

cooperation of everyone consistently practicing good disease prevention strategies and your 

partnership is critical to this effort. Thank you.  

 

Lastly, if we can be a resource for you in any capacity, please let us know.  

 

Sincerely, 

   

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH  

Executive Director  

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment  

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N6ofsmJk5gGkEvX34UPD_b3vBmg5hrMz/view
https://covid19.colorado.gov/data/covid-19-dial

