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July 19, 2022  
 
Clerk & Recorder Tina Peters 
Committee to Elect Tina Peters 
Post Office Box 128 
Grand Junction, CO 81502 
Tm.peters@live.com  
  
Re: Request for Recount  
  
Clerk Peters,  
  
Our office received your letter in response to our July 14, 2022, cost estimate for a recount of the 
June 2022 Secretary of State race.  
  
Section 1-10.5-102(3)(b), C.R.S., specifies the manner in which a recount is conducted. In 
pertinent part, the statute notes “that the recount may be conducted in the same manner as the 
original ballot count,” so long as there are no discrepancies in the public tabulation test that 
precedes a recount between the machine vote count and the manual vote count. Additionally, 
Election Rule 10.31.1, as promulgated during a previous administration, further outlines that, “if 
there are no discrepancies in the [public tabulation test immediately preceding the recount] the 
recount must be conducted in the same manner as the ballots were counted in the election 
except as outlined in this Rule.” A hand recount of this election is not permitted.   
  
Second, you referenced a Cybersecurity Infrastructure Security Agency’s (“CISA”) advisory 
regarding a version of the Dominion Democracy Suite voting system that is not in use in Colorado. 
Colorado is one of the nation’s leaders in secure elections and already implements a wide range 
of security measures that protect the state’s election equipment and voting systems from 
threats.   
  
Finally, you also referenced CISA’s recommendation that “rigorous post-election tabulation 
audits of the human-readable portions of physical ballots and paper records” be conducted. The 
counties have conducted just such an audit – the bipartisan Risk Limiting Audit (“RLA”). The RLA 
has occurred for this election, and it confirmed the outcome of the Secretary of State race 
without any discrepancies reported by any county.   
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In light of the foregoing, the Secretary of State’s office is unable to accommodate your request 
for a recount using hand-counting methodology. Should you wish to go forward with the recount 
allowed under state law and rule, you will need to resubmit a notarized written request to our 
office before the July 26, 2022, statutory deadline, followed by payment of the cost of the 
recount.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Judd Choate 
Director, Elections Division 
Colorado Secretary of State 
 


