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May 6, 2020 
 
Dear Fairplay Community, 
 
 I want to reiterate that I have been very impressed with our community’s response to this 
ongoing crisis. The number of stories and acts of kindness I have seen firsthand truly show the resiliency 
and character of our community. We will get through this together. 
  
 It is with a heavy heart, then, that I must inform you that the Board of Trustees for the Town of 
Fairplay has decided to cancel all of the Town owned and operated annual summer events including the 
72nd Burro Days Celebration, our TGIFairplay Concert Series, and our annual Independence Day 
Celebration. This was not an easy choice for us to make and we have spent considerable time 
considering our options. After speaking with officials from our State and Local Health Departments and 
many of our surrounding mountain communities, we do not see any other reasonable option that 
maintains the safety of our citizens and visitors.  
 
 As we, and other communities, follow Federal and State guidelines in relation to COVID-19 it is 
very likely that our community, State and County will still be affected by this outbreak through the 
summer. Even if this is not the case we feel as if it is a prudent measure to postpone these events to 
limit a resurgence of the virus in our area. 
 
 The other major factor that we considered was the economic benefit events, Burro Days in 
particular, bring to our community each year. I know most of our businesses enjoy increased sales 
during events, thus making our decision even more difficult. With the COVID-19 situation so fluid, there 
is simply no way of ensuring that people will be wanting to travel or attend large events this summer.   
 
 Despite this difficult time, it will not last forever, we will have events again and the 72nd Burro 
Days will take place on July 24 and 25, 2021. We look forward to once again holding the celebration 
which best defines our history, community, and resiliency. 
 

Please watch our Facebook Page and Website (www.fairplayco.us) for continued COVID-19 
updates and changes to the event schedule. Also, please feel free to call Town Hall at (719) 836-2622 
with questions – they may not have an answer but will do their best to get you to the right person or 
department. Please keep yourself and your families safe and healthy.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Frank Just 
Mayor 
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