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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report

Location: Billings, MT Accident Number: WPR20LA128

Date & Time: 04/20/2020, 0950 MDT Registration: N926K

Aircraft: Piper PA31T Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

On April 20, 2020 about 0950 mountain daylight time, a Piper PA-31T1 airplane, N926K, was 
destroyed when it was involved in an accident about 1-1/2 miles west of Billings Logan 
International Airport (BIL), Billings, Montana. The airline transport pilot was fatally injured. 
The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 local flight.

According to ATC information, the pilot requested to taxi to runway 28L for takeoff, and then 
perform pattern work, and land on runway 28R at BIL. After the pilot held short of runway 
28L, the controller cleared the pilot for takeoff with instructions to extend the upwind leg. 
Shortly after takeoff, the pilot was instructed to enter the left traffic pattern for runway 28R 
twice, with no response. A subsequent attempt was made to establish communication, with no 
response. About a minute and a half after the airplane departed, a column of smoke was 
observed west of the airport. 

Radar data showed the airplane departing runway 28L and remaining on runway centerline 
heading for the length of the flight. The airplane's altitude climbed to about 100 ft above 
ground level and the airplane's groundspeed increased to 81 knots soon after departure, and 
then decreased to 70 knots before dropping off radar. 

Witnesses located near the departure end of runway 28L watched the airplane through a 
window, depart the runway with its gear not retracted. The airplane was lower than normal as 
it neared the end of the runway. All the witnesses moved outside to watch as the airplane flew 
away from their location. One of the witnesses stated that the airplane had a "slow descent 
trajectory and a slight-nose up attitude." The airplane passed over a hill and out of view. None 
of the witness reportedly saw the accident sequence but saw the column of smoke rising from 
the accident site. Another witness who was sitting in his vehicle near the accident site saw the 
airplane pass about 250 ft in front of his position. The airplane's wings were level and the 
landing gear was up when it struck the ground. He lost sight of the airplane as it flew into a 
nearby coulee. 

Ground scars found near the top of a coulee consisted of the airplane's fuselage impact mark 
and symmetrical propeller strikes consistent with the airplane impacting the ground in a 
shallow, nose-up, wings-level attitude. The airplane then continued over the coulee about 410 



Page 2 of 2 WPR20LA128

This is preliminary information, subject to change, and may contain errors. Any errors in this report will be corrected when 
the final report has been completed.

ft, and about 75 ft down before impacting the side of the coulee where a postimpact fire ensued. 
All major structural components of the airplane were located within the debris field. 

The wreckage was recovered to a secure facility for further examination.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Piper Registration: N926K

Model/Series: PA31T 1 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built: No

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KBIL, 3570 ft msl Observation Time: 1553 UTC

Distance from Accident Site: 2 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 14°C / -2°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Few / 6000 ft agl Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 14 knots / , 290°

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 Miles

Altimeter Setting: 29.98 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Billings, MT (BIL) Destination: Billings, MT (BIL)

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: On-Ground

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: On-Ground

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: 45.816944, -108.589167 (est)

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Andrew L Swick

Additional Participating Persons: John Cosenza; FAA-FSDO; Helena, MT

Jonathon Hirsch; Piper Aircraft; Wichita, KS

Les Doud; Hartzell Propeller; Piqua, OH

Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.


