
Statement from Canyons School District 
 
 

Over the past few years, the Board of Education has allocated funding to allow us to nearly double our 
counseling team so that we now have a social worker, therapist, or school psychologist assigned to 
every school.  
 
These specialists help guide and annually train school personnel on suicide prevention and postvention 
techniques to contain the risk of contagion following a student death.  
 
I sent you an excerpt from our Crisis Response Manual, which describes our standard operating 
procedures: 
 
    •    It makes clear that “when a suicide or accidental death occurs within a school, other students are 
immediately at high risk,” and provides guidance on steps to take to support students and employees in 
expressing grief and working out their feelings. 
 
    •    It stipulates that “when a crisis occurs that involves a tragic loss, students, parents, and/or 
faculty,” school administrators are to contact and work with District crisis counselors to map out a 
response plan. 
 
    •    It explicitly addresses the issue of school-based memorials and recommends that schools: 
  
    ◦    Monitor student led, school-sponsored social media sites to make sure they are not posting 
memorializing messages. 
 
    ◦    Avoid assemblies or other memorials that could glamorize suicide or contribute to contagion. 
 
    ◦    Work with District counselors to determine how to respond to requests for memorials while 
avoiding permanent memorials (I gave you some examples of what would be considered a permissible 
temporary memorial). 
  
Additionally, Canyons was the first school district in Utah to fully (districtwide) adopt the confidential 
SafeUT crisis and safety tip line. Our suicide prevention program also includes the following elements: 
Board of Education-approved life skills curricula embedded in all our schools, anti-bullying and 
substance abuse programs, parent information nights focusing on issues of growing importance to our 
communities (vaping, social media use, etc.), parenting workshops and support groups. 
 
Canyons District recognizes that the death of a student can deeply impact a school community. For this 
reason, we make counselors available to support students, families and staff in processing strong 
emotions and connecting with community resources. Our crisis counseling teams also provide guidance 
to schools in responding to requests for memorials or commemorative events. The District discourages 
school-sponsored memorial activities. Here is the relevant language from our Crisis Response Manual: 
  
“Canyons School District recommends refraining from participating in any type of school-sponsored 
memorials. In rare cases, temporary memorials may be considered but should be discussed and agreed 
upon by the school administration and the District crisis support team. Temporary memorials should 
allow students and faculty to express their grief in a positive and constructive manner. Temporary 



memorials that may be appropriate include a message on poster that students can sign and is given to 
the family, creating cards that are given to families, and flowers sent to family. Temporary memorials 
should be short term and can be given away as a gift or donation.” 
 
 

 


