GOOD MEDICINE
COMMUNITY

A Little Shell Tribal Housmg Development Project

Our Story

The Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Montana is one of the most recently
federally recognized tribes in the country. The Tribe's federal recognition was
restored in 2019 after generations of perseverance. Since that time, we have
worked quickly and deliberately to build capacity, create opportunity, and
contribute to the communities we call home—especially in Great Falls, where
nearly twenty percent of our tribal citizens live.

In just a few short years, the Tribe has:
« Established housing programs and services for tribal citizens
e Invested in local health, education, and community services
o Partnered with local governments and organizations
o Created jobs and economic activity in the region

For nearly 150 years, the Little Shell Tribe fought to restore its federal recognition.
Today, we are working to be good partners, good neighbors, and good stewards of
the opportunities in front of us.

The Good Medicine:Comr‘nunity (“GMC") project is part of that journey.

‘The Little Shell Tribe is grateful for the chance to build—not just housing—but
relationships and a stronger community together.

The' Little Shell Tribal Housing Department developed frequently asked questions
below to address common topics and concerns raised in community and tribal
meetings regarding the Tribe’s request to annex the property into the Clty of
Great Falls where the development is proposed



Frequently Asked Questions

Why is the Tribe building this project?

The Tribe understands that one of the biggest challenges facing Montanans
today is finding and maintaining affordable housing. Undoubtedly, housing is
one of the most urgent needs we see every day. We hear from tribal citizens
who struggle to find stable housing, are priced out of the market, and want to
stay in Great Falls, but lack options.

The Good Medicine Community is our response. It is about meeting real needs
while strengthening the broader community. The Tribe, by providing affordable
housing for our tribal members, will ease the pressure on the Great Falls’
housing programs and the local housing market in general.

Why annex into the City of Great Falls?

We chose annexation because we want this project to be part of the City's long-
term planning and be served by City infrastructure and emergency services. We
believe the best way to build trust is to work within the same systems that serve
everyone else.

Who will be responsible for the project?

The Tribe is responsible for funding and building the project and the City of
Great Falls reviews, approves, and inspects the work. This partnership ensures
that the project meets public standards and community expectations.

Who pays for the infrastructure and other utilities?
The Tribe is responsible for funding and building the infrastructure to support
the project, including:

« Water and wastewater systems;
o Stormwater systems; and
e Roads and sidewalks.

We are also required to provide financial guarantees to the City to ensure
everything is completed properly.
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How do we know the work will actually be completed?
We understand this concern. That's why the Tribe agrees to:

e Provide financial security greater than the cost of construction;

« Complete key infrastructure before homes can be occupied; and

« Comply with City oversight.
These safeguards ensure that this is a promise backed by enforceable
commitments.

Will the Tribe pay its taxes?

Yes—the Tribe will pay all assessed taxes under state and city law. The Tribe
currently pays all required taxes as assessed under state and county
requirements.

Will this project place any costs on current Great Falls
residents?

No, the Tribe is funding the infrastructure and agreeing to maintain roads and
sidewalks separate from the City. Additionally, new households will contribute
to the local economy and support long-term, responsible growth. We are
committed to working with the City to ensure this project meets our shared
goals to responsibly respond to growing needs for new and expanded housing
options in the area.

Will there be more traffic?

The City of Great Falls completed a traffic analysis for the project, which is on
file at the City Planning Office. The conclusion of that analysis was that the
connection to Stuckey Road is very beneficial for both safety and for relieving
the impact upon the Valley View neighborhood. Most of the new trips are
expected to go west to Stuckey Road and the existing street system in Valley
View Is expected to be able to accommodate the new traffic without
modification. Any residential type of development on the subject property
would have generated similar traffic increases and would likely not have
included the outlet to Stuckey Road. Because the City anticipated housing
growth in this area, the surrounding road system was originally planned to
accommodate additional traffic.

Where will the traffic go?

The City’'s analysis expects that the majority of traffic will use Stuckey Road to
the west of the development, while others will use 10™ Avenue NW. This means
that most traffic will avoid existing neighborhood streets and reduce
congestion.
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How will the project support safety and walkability?

We are desighing the neighborhood with people in mind. GMC will have
sidewalks and accessible routes; setbacks that keep vehicles off pedestrian
paths; and streets desighed for safe movement. We want this to be a place
where children can walk, neighbors can meet, and people feel safe.

A new connection to Stuckey Road will improve connectivity and safety by
providing additional access for emergency access and evacuation.

How will this project fit into the existing

neighborhood?
The Tribe has listened to concerns about compatibility. The design reflects that

by directing most traffic away from the Valley View neighborhood, connecting
to larger roads designed for higher volumes, and including sidewalks and safer
street layouts. We are committed to building something that fits, not
something that overwhelms.

Who will live here?

This development is intended to serve Little Shell tribal citizens directly, but will
have indirect benefits to the larger Great Falls community, because it also
contributes to the overall housing supply.

More housing options help:
« Reduce pressure on existing neighborhoods;
e Support workforce stability; and
o Strengthen the local economy.

We see this as a project that supports both our Tribal community and the wider
City.

Who takes care of the infrastructure over time?

These responsibilities are clearly defined and legally binding in the
Improvement Agreement. Generally, because the infrastructure is publicly
owned the City maintains the systems like water and wastewater, just as they
would in any other development. The Tribe will maintain private infrastructure,
including sidewalks and roads.

What ensures the project is built the right way?

The project must meet strict requirements, including City-approved
engineering plans, inspections during construction, a warranty period after
completion, and financial guarantees to fix any issues.
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