VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WISE COUNTY/CITY OF NORTON

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,
PLAINTIFF,

DOC INVESTIGATION NO: 250395

V.

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS INVESTIGATION.

MOTION AND ORDER FOR APPOINTMEN’i‘ PURSUANT TO CODE § 19.2-155

COMES NOW the Virginia Office of the Attorney General and requests the Court to
appoint Senior Assistant Attorney Gen‘e‘rai/Section Chief Jeremy Key, Senior Assistant Attorney
General Andrew Parker, and Senior Assistant Attorney General Molly Newton as Special
Prosecutors in the above-styled matter. In support of said motion, undersigned counsel states the
following: .

1. On February 17, 2026, Governor Spanberger airectgd the Office of the Attorney
General to investigafe and conduct any appropﬁixig criminal broceedings relating to the

circumstances surrounding the events associated with the above-styled matter pursuant to Code §

2. Giv;n the nam of the case, the disclos111:e to the Court by the Commonwealth’s
Attorney’s Offices fdr Smyth County and Wise County/City of Nofton that they are unable to ‘
represent the Commonwealth in this matter, and to promote judicial economy, undersigned counsel
therefore moves fhis Coin"t for appointment as Special Prosecutor in the above-styled case pursuant

to Code § 19.2-155..



3. APPEARING th:,at the Special Prosecutor has further advised the Court that he
believes that it would be improper fér his'oﬁic'e to investigate aﬁd prosecute s'aid cases; and
4.' The Court, being of the opinion that it would be improper for the Special
Prosecutor, Phillip Blevms, to investigate and prosecute said cases, for good cause show, therefore,
it is hereby .
5. ORDERED that Senior Assistant Attorney General/Section Chief Jeremy Key,.
Senior Assistant Attorney General Andrew Parker, and Senior Assistant Attorney General Molly
Newton are appointed pursuant to §19.2-155; Va. Codg: Ann. to iﬁvesﬁgate and forosecute said
case(s) in place of, and otherwise perform the duti;as and. exercise the powers of| the
Commonwealth's Attorney in any and .all charg;es growing out of the abové—style‘d cases.
6. Itis further ORDERED that Senior Assiétant Attorney General/S ection Chief Jeremy -
Key, Senior Assistant Attorney Get;eml Andrew Parker, and Senior Assistant‘ Attorney General
Molly Newton are speciﬁcally-authoﬁzed to prosecute said cases and to prepa;re and file any
necessary briefs or documents in said case(s). . |
Respectfully submitteti,

/s/ Jeremy J. Key
By: ' :

Counsel
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Senior Assistant Attomey General/Sectlon Chief
Virginia State Bar No. 89319
JKey@oag.state.va.us

Office of the Attorney General
202 North Ninth Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219
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