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AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF CRIMINAL COMPLAINT 

 

 I, Special Agent Ryan P. McKone, being duly sworn, hereby depose and state that the 

following is true to the best of my information, knowledge and belief: 

 

INTRODUCTION AND AGENT BACKGROUND 

 

1. I am a Special Agent of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) and 

have been since March 2015.  Prior to being employed by ATF, I was employed as a police 

agent with the City of Lakewood Police Department for 10 years.  I was a patrol officer for 4 

years and a detective assigned to the Major Crimes Unit for 6 years. I am a graduate of the 

Federal Law Enforcement Training Center, and the ATF National Academy in Glynco, 

Georgia.  My primary duties involve the investigation of Federal firearm violations and their 

associated use in violent crime and narcotics violations.  I am currently assigned by ATF to 

the Denver IV Field Office on special assignment to the Denver Police Department Homicide 

Unit, where I work jointly with sworn law enforcement officers of state and local agencies 

throughout the District of Colorado. During my law enforcement career, I have authored 

several search warrants and arrest warrants, production of records requests, and requested 

court orders for all matters of evidence, including but not limited to, real property, vehicles, 

persons, electronic information, website information, cellular phone information, vehicle 

tracks, and biological evidence. 

  

2. As an ATF Special Agent, I am familiar with federal criminal laws pertaining to firearms, 

explosives and narcotics violations.  I know that it is a violation of Title 21, U.S.C., § 

841(a)(1), (b)(1)(D) to possess with intent to distribute less than 50 kilograms of marijuana 

and it is a violation of Title 18, U.S.C., § 924(c)(1)(a)(i), to possess a firearm in furtherance 

of a drug trafficking crime.  

 

3. I assert that there is probable cause to believe that Tanya BUI has violated Title 21, U.S.C., § 

841(a)(1), (b)(1)(D), possession with intent to distribute less than 50 kilograms of marijuana 

and Title 18, U.S.C., § 924(c)(1)(a)(i), possession of a firearm in furtherance of a drug 

trafficking crime. The statements set forth in this affidavit are based upon my training and 

experience, consultation with other experienced investigators, agents, and other sources of 

information related to this and other firearms and narcotics investigations.  This affidavit is 

intended to set forth probable cause in support of the criminal complaint and arrest warrant 

and does not purport to set forth all of my knowledge regarding this investigation.  
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INVESTIGATION 

 

1. Based upon my work in a current investigation, I am familiar with Tanya BUI. 

2. On August 5, 2020, SA McKone became involved in the investigation of an arson and 

homicide that occurred at 5312 Truckee St, Denver, CO, which is known to be in the City 

and County of Denver, Federal District of Colorado.  During the course of this investigation, 

investigators authored numerous search warrants.  These warrants were all signed in Denver 

County Court.  Investigators were able to identity suspects in the homicide and arson.  One of 

these suspects was identified as KB.  KB used a cell phone, number 720-XXX-0015.  Call 

detail and subscriber information was obtained for this phone number.  The subscriber of this 

phone number was identified as Tanya BUI.  The investigation revealed that KB is the sole 

user of phone number 720-XXX-0015, but is related to Tanya BUI and Tanya BUI pays for 

the phone service on that phone number.  Tanya BUI was found to use phone number 720-

XXX-2032.  Call detail records were obtained for this number as well.   

3. In addition to getting call detail records, your affiant, ATF SA Sonnendecker, and Denver 

Police Department Detectives Baker and Sandoval obtained records for social media 

accounts such as Snapchat, Facebook, Instagram, and Apple iCloud, as these accounts are 

associated to BUI, KB, and the other suspects in the homicide GS, and DS.  The returns to 

the state-issued searched warrants provided substantial evidence for the homicide 

investigation.  It also became very clear that Tanya BUI was engaged in narcotics 

distribution and illegal firearms sales.   

4. A Snapchat exchange occurred on July 7, 2020 from Tanya BUI’s Snapchat account (user 

name “xo_tanyaaaaa”) “Chucksygh.” Tanya BUI asked “Chucksygh,” “you know anyone 

that needs packs?” Your affiant knows that the term “packs” is drug trafficking lingo 

referring to either one (1) pound or five (5) pounds of drugs.  The term packs typically refers 

to marijuana sales. Tanya BUI also sent this photo: 
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and the term “gelato.”  Your affiant knows that “gelato” is a hybrid strain of cannabis.  

Chucksygh asked “prices.” Tanya BUI replied, “18. I got 20 of them. Let’s make some 

shake.” Your affiant believes Tanya BUI is saying she is selling each pound for $1800.  She 

further explains she has 20 “packs.”  Tanya BUI is either attempting to sell twenty (20) lbs of 

marijuana or one hundred (100) lbs of marijuana.  From further investigation, your affiant 

believes that when Tanya BUI refers to packs she is meaning one (1) pound of narcotics. 

They continue their conversation and Tanya BUI states she has “dream” for sale too.  Your 

affiant knows that “dream” is a strain of marijuana.  Tanya BUI provided her address as 3208 

w ada pl 80219.”  Your affiant knows that Tanya BUI is associated to that address.  On July 

8, 2020, Chucksygh asked, “How much is dreams.” Tanya BUI responded, “same” and sent 

the following pictures and a video depicting Ziploc bags containing marijuana: 
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It should be noted that your Affiant has observed multiple photographs of Tanya BUI on 

social media with manicured nails in a similar fashion as the ones in these pictures.  Also the 

photos all have data stamps indicating they were taken by the owner of the Snapchat account, 

Tanya BUI.  On January 27, 2021, your affiant met with Tanya BUI and she had manicured 

fingernails and toenails in a similar fashion as the hand in this picture and feet in subsequent 

photographs.  

5. On July 14, 2020, Tanya BUI sent “Chucksygh” the message, “can you send me pics of the 

packs you have pls. let’s make some shake.” Your affiant knows that shake is the leftovers 

from harvesting marijuana, i.e. pieces of the cannabis flower, resin, stems, and buds.  

Chucksygh sent a picture of marijuana being held by a hand in a blue glove.  Chucksygh then 

messaged, “850,” followed by a video of packaged marijuana and the message “800.” 

Chuchsygh sent a picture of marijuana with the caption, “900$ a pack pretty good just small 
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nuggs.”  Your affiant believes that “packs” in this case refers to a pound of marijuana.  Your 

affiant believes this based upon the price; $900 a pound is approximately the average price of 

marijuana when it is not as high quality.  Chucksugh responded to the photograph from BUI 

with the message, “800^.”  Chucksugh then sent another message containing a video of a 

large chunk of marijuana with the caption “1250 a pack.” Followed by the text message 

“12^.” Your affiant believes that Chucksygh is offering to sell Tanya BUI pounds of 

marijuana at a reduced rate than what is listed on the pictures and videos.   

6. On July 16, 2020, the following text messages via Snapchat were exchanged: 

Tanya BUI messaged Chucksygh:, “Do you still have the 12 pack.”  

Chucksygh responded: “Of which”  

They exchanged some more texts before Chucksygh replied: “1250?”  

Tanya BUI: “si” 

Chucksygh: “yea” 

Tanya BUI: “how many” 

Chuckysygh: “Lol how many u need” 

Tanya BUI: “i need 2 probably and then an order of 20.” 

Chuckysgh: “Bet u wanna come peep one.”  

Tanya BUI: “lmao i need a video without the price or a picture.”  

Tanya BUI: “what’s left from what you sent me.”   

Chucksygh: “Got 2 dif for 12 on me jus lmk.”  

Tanya BUI asked: “anything cheaper.”  

Chucksygh sent a picture of a large amount of marijuana, followed by: “11 for u on  

these.” 

 

They then discuss what the marijuana smelled like as well as the price and where to meet up.  

Tanya BUI sent a voice text asking for a sample of the marijuana.  They further discuss 

meeting up somewhere and Chucksygh stated he will give Tanya BUI a sample.  They then 

exchanged messages that made it clear that they were meeting as they discussed which side 

of the car to come to as well as getting drugs out of another car.  This exchange clearly shows 

that Tanya BUI is attempting to buy marijuana to resell.  The quantities and frequency of her 

messaging with Chucksygh indicate that Tanya BUI has the ability to sell large amounts of 

marijuana quickly.  

7. On July 28, 2020, Chucksygh and Tanya BUI messaged each other on Snapchat about 

purchasing marijuana.  Chucksygh sent a video of a large amount of marijuana.  Chucksygh 

identifies it as being Super Lemon Kush.  Your affiant knows this is a strain of marijuana.  

Tanya BUI asked if the price was “$12,” which your affiant believes is $1200 a pound.  

Tanya BUI asks about the quality of the marijuana and where they can meet so Tanya BUI 

can buy the marijuana.  Chucksygh asks if they can meet the following day, but Tanya BUI 

replied that she needed them that evening.   
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8. On August 05, 2020, Tanya BUI contacted Chucksygh and informed him, “i got a glock 43 

for $550.” She also sent the below picture: 

 

They then messaged back and forth about where to meet because Chucksygh wished to buy 

the firearm.  Tanya BUI sent two voice messages saying she would hold the gun for him.  

Now that your affiant has spoken with Tanya BUI on January 27, 2021, your affiant 

recognizes her voice from these two voice messages.  .  On August 6, 2020, Tanya BUI 

messaged Chucksygh, “i have it but my brother wants to keep it rn tryna convince him to sell 

it.”  Your affiant believes that this statement  is in reference to the firearm.  Tanya BUI is not 

a licensed firearms dealer. Your affiant and SA Sonnendecker observed messages and 

exchanges with other people, including a minor, in which Tanya BUI brokers deals to sell 

other firearms including handguns and shotguns.  Tanya BUI is contacted by a minor 

identified as GS about him purchasing a handgun.  GS wanted a Glock and Tanya BUI 

offered to sell him a Sig Sauer pistol.  Tanya BUI’s account had several saved pictures of 

firearms:  

Case 1:21-mj-00014-STV   Document 1-1   Filed 01/28/21   USDC Colorado   Page 6 of 13



 

8 

 

 

Note the manicured nails and tattoos.  Your affiant also knows that Tanya BUI has the same 

tattoos on her left arm and right leg. 

9. On September 03, 2020, Tanya BUI contacted Chucksygh asking if he had “Hulks” for sale.  

Your affiant knows that Hulks is a slang term for Xanax and that sometimes Hulks are Xanax 

laced with fentanyl.  Tanya BUI asked for “20” and then “15.”  Your affiant knows that 20 or 

even 15 pills are too many pills for personal use.  If a single person were to consume that 

number of pills, they would die.   
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10. On September 19, 2020, Tanya BUI sent a picture of what appears to be a kilo of powder 

cocaine with the trafficking stamp, R, on it.  Tanya BUI’s manicured fingernails are visible in 

the picture.  

  

11. On October 11, 2020, Tanya BUI and Chucksygh discussed buying narcotics.  They 

discussed the quality of the narcotics, believed to be marijuana, and the price of the narcotics, 

specifically for $1100 and $1350.   

12. On October 23, 2020, Tanya BUI sent Chuchsygh two photographs of marijuana. Note the 

manicured nails in the picture on the right.  
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Tanya BUI quoted a price of “15,” which your affiant believes is $1500 per pound.  Tanya 

BUI messaged she had “17,” which your affiant believes is seventeen (17) pounds worth.   

13. On November 17, 2020, Tanya BUI contacted Chucksygh and asked, “what heats you got.” 

Chucksygh replied he did not have any.  Your affiant has heard of firearms being referred to 

as “heaters” and “heats.”  

14. On September 15, 2020, Tanya BUI sent this photograph via Snapchat to “Aberomeo2019.”   
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The meta data attached to this picture showed that this photograph was taken on Tanya BUI’s 

phone and not a photograph originating from the internet or a third party.   

15. Your affiant further examined the data obtained from the Snapchat warrant for Tanya BUI.  

Your affiant observed various photographs all saved as “memories.”  Memories are pictures 

the Snapchat account user saves to their profile.  They are pictures the Snapchat account user 

takes and are not from other Snapchat users.  Tanya BUI had numerous photos of U.S. 

currency totaling thousands of dollars in each picture.  Tanya BUI does not have a job and 

has no reported income.  The below photograph was also saved to her Snapchat account.  The 

large bags are filled with a green leafy substance your affiant believes to be marijuana.  On 

one of the bags, the weight of 6,108g is written.  Your affiant knows this equates to 

approximately 13.48 lbs.  There are five bags of approximate equal size or larger in the 

photograph.  There are also two other people appearing to help unpack the marijuana.  Note 

the manicured toes of the person taking the photograph.  Your affiant has seen numerous 

photographs of Tanya BUI with a similar pedicure.   
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16. Tanya BUI also saved the below photographs to her memories section. Your affiant believes

that the pictures are of crack cocaine.  In one of the pictures the crack appears to be wet, 
which is an indication to your affiant that it was freshly “cooked.”  In the other photograph 
the white rock like substance is on a scale with the weight of 27.85 grams displayed, which is 
approximately an ounce.

17. Your affiant reviewed messages saved to KB’s Apple iCloud account. There are numerous

messages between Tanya BUI and KB in which they discuss measuring, packing, weighing,

purchasing and selling narcotics.  KB appears to be delivering narcotics on behalf of Tanya

BUI.  Tanya BUI directed KB where to go, who to meet with, how much he would be paid

and amounts of narcotics to sell.  KB is a minor and Tanya BUI is having him sell narcotics

on her behalf.  On January 27, 2021, KB’s room was searched.  Investigators located a clear

plastic bag with 21 suspected fentanyl pills as well as $1,165 cash.  The pills located in KB’s

bedroom are visually consistent with the pills located in BUI’s room, as detailed below.

18. Additionally, Tanya BUI is not registered nor licensed to sell marijuana legally in the State of

Colorado.

19. On January 27, 2021, Detective Jacob Robb badge of the Regional Anti-Violence

Enforcement Network (RAVEN) assisted the Denver Police Department Homicide Bureau
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with a search warrant at 10676 W. Rockland Dr. Littleton, Colorado 80127. The search 

warrant was regarding the homicide/arson investigation. 

20. Once the Jefferson County Special Weapons and Tactics team secured the residence, 

members of the RAVEN Task Force began to search it.  Detective Robb searched the east 

basement bedroom, which he was told by members of the family belonged to Tanya BUI. 

During the search, Detective Robb located several items such as bills and paperwork bearing 

BUI’s name.  Detective Robb searched the nightstand on the north side of the bed and 

located a clear plastic bag with approximately 500 suspected fentanyl pills inside.  These 

pills are pending additional testing, but based on your affiant’s training and experience, these 

pills are visually consistent with other fentanyl pills your affiant has seen in prior cases.  

Furthermore, when your affiant spoke with BUI on January 27, 2021, your affiant informed 

her that she was being “charged with the fentanyl,” to which BUI responded, “ok.” 

21. Detective Robb then searched the closet and, upon entering, observed a Sig Sauer P365 

9mm, serial number 66A773520 handgun on a shelf fixed to the north wall of the closet.  The 

firearm’s magazine was loaded with ammunition.  

22. Detective Robb continued to search the closet and located a white shoe box containing 

$6,075.00 U.S. Currency on a shelf fixed to the west wall of the closet.  

23. Detective Robb continued to search the closet and located a white, tall kitchen trash bag on 

the floor in the southwest corner of the closet.  This bag contained approximately seven 

pounds of marijuana. The marijuana was located in the same closet and within reach of the 

handgun.  The marijuana was tested and was presumptively positive for the presence of 

marijuana.   

24. Based upon the clothing, personal items, paperwork, and indicia of occupancy, your affiant 

believes Tanya BUI is the only person to occupy the bedroom and there was no indication of 

any other occupants.  

25. Your affiant knows that individuals who traffic narcotics will frequently arm themselves with 

a firearm and keep that firearm in close proximity to either their narcotics or money.  They 

do this in order to protect their product and/or proceeds, should someone try to rob them.  

BUI’s possession of the firearm is consistent with this; the firearm was in close proximity to 

both the marijuana and the suspected fentanyl, as well as a large amount of currency. 

26. All items were photographed and collected by Denver Police Department Crime Laboratory 

Technicians. Denver Police Department Crime Laboratory personnel then transported the 

items recovered to the Denver Police Department Property Management Bureau and booked 

them in as evidence. 
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27. Your affiant believes that probable cause exists to arrest and charge Tanya BUI with

possessing a firearm in furtherance of drug trafficking, trafficking narcotics, conspiracy to

traffic narcotics, and using a cellular device in furtherance of drug trafficking.

CONCLUSION 

Based on the aforementioned information, probable cause exists to believe that on or about 

January 27, 2021, in the State and District of Colorado, the defendant, Tanya BUI, has violated Title 

21, U.S.C., § 841(a)(1), (b)(1)(D), possession with intent to distribute less than 50 kilograms of 

marijuana, and Title 18, U.S.C., § 924(c)(1)(a)(i), possession of a firearm in furtherance of a 

drug trafficking crime. 

I, Ryan McKone, being duly sworn according to law, depose and say that the facts stated in this 

foregoing affidavit are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. 

s/Ryan McKone 

Ryan McKone 

ATF Special Agent 

Sworn to before me this_____ day of January, 2021. 

____________________________ 

HON. SCOTT T. VARHOLAK 

United States Magistrate Judge 

District of Colorado  

Application for arrest warrant was reviewed and is submitted by Celeste Rangel, Assistant 

United States Attorney. 

28th
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