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 Marsy’s Law for Nevada on Inmate Releases from  

Clark County Detention Center   
Due to COVID-19 Concerns 

 
Friday, April 17, 2020  
Las Vegas, Nevada – Community leaders and law enforcement officials across Nevada are facing 
daily challenges created by the COVID-19 virus. Today, Sheriff Joe Lombardo of LVMPD announced 
that due to concerns over the potential spread of COVID-19 within the confines of the Clark County 
Detention Center, his agency requested and has been granted a District Court order for the release of 
“up to 10-percent” of prisoners currently at CCDC. With 2,900 current inmates as of yesterday’s court 
order date, April 16, 2020, that would allow for up to 290 inmates to be released.  
 

   The Sheriff announced during today’s news conference that the consideration for the release of a 
prisoner would fall under a 3-pronged model:  

• The inmate has served 75% of his/her ordered incarceration in CCDC.  
• OR, the inmate is being held on a “technical” Probation & Parole violation, and not a new 

crime. 
• OR, the inmate is deemed by CCDC corrections’ criteria to be “medically vulnerable” to the 

COVID-19 virus if exposed. 
 

   Sheriff Lombardo reports that, to date, four inmates have tested positive for COVID-19, and three of 
them have already been released for treatment. Multiple corrections officers have been tested for 
COVID as well. 
 

   Marsy’s Law for Nevada understands the challenges being faced by law enforcement across our 
state and nationwide.  Marsy’s Law for NV Director, Lynda Tache says, “As this unprecedented 
situation prompts leaders to take precautionary actions to protect inmates, corrections officers, civilian 
employees, and patrol officers, we will also watch to see that our citizens and past victims are not put 
in danger due to COVID-related inmate releases at any facility in Nevada.  At today’s news 
conference, Sheriff Lombardo assured citizens that NO inmates held on ALLEGED VIOLENT 
OFFENSES or DUI charges would be released under the court order dated April 16, 2020.  We 
appreciate the restrictions of this decision, and hope the good citizens of Clark County continue to be 
considered when making these difficult decisions.” 
       More… 
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   Marsy’s Law for Nevada was approved by voters in 2018 to provide constitutional protections and a 
voice for victims of crime in Nevada.  We hope and pray that the inmates being selected for release in 
these challenging times are indeed NON VIOLENT and pose no threat to our community and prior 
victims.  
   We know Sheriff Lombardo and his counterparts statewide keep the welfare of crime victims and 
community members in sight with every decision.  We thank them for their consideration and 
continued support for victims' rights.   
 
   April 19-25 happens to be NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMS' RIGHTS WEEK, as authorized by the 
Department of Justice, Office for Victims of Crime. Community members, civic leaders, and 
supporters across Nevada and nationwide are asked to GO PURPLE to recognize the essential rights 
of crime victims.   
   Supporters are asked to take photos wearing Purple and post them on social media with the 
hashtags: #VictimsRightsNV, #NCVRW2020, and #GoPurpleMLNV. This year's NCVRW theme—
Seek Justice | Ensure Victims' Rights | Inspire Hope—commemorates the individuals and groups 
whose advocacy has propelled the victims' rights movement forward for the past half-century, 
inspiring in victims and their loved ones a feeling of hope for progress, justice, and healing. 
 
Nevada’s Constitutional Rights for Victims Provided by Marsy’s Law Include the:  
* Right to receive information about the services available to crime victims  
* Right to be treated with fairness and respect throughout the criminal justice process  
* Right to be protected from the defendant 
* Right to be notified of the impending release of the defendant 
* Right to notice of all public proceedings in the case 
* Right to be reasonably heard, upon request, at all public proceedings regarding the case  
* Right to reasonably confer with the prosecuting agency, upon request, regarding the case 
* Right to full and timely restitution 
 
 
History of Marsy’s Law 
The effort is named after Marsalee “Marsy” Nicholas, who was murdered by her ex-boyfriend in 
California in 1983. A week later, he was released pending his court proceedings and went face to 
face with the victim’s family, who had no idea he was out of jail. Today her brother works to secure a 
voice and protection for victims and their families nationwide.   
 
 
   For more information on Marsy’s Law for Nevada, visit www.MarsysLawforNV.com 
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