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IN THE JUSTICE COURT OF RECORD OF MISSOULA COUNTY,
STATE OF MONTANA

STATE OF MONTANA,

Plaintiff,

-vs-

SCOTT MCKINNEY,

Defendant.

Dept. 

Cause No.

AMENDED AFFIDAVIT OF 
PROBABLE CAUSE

STATE OF MONTANA     )
                          :  ss
County of Missoula        )
      

ANDREW JENKS, Deputy County Attorney, Montana, being first duly 

sworn upon oath, deposes and says:

I have read the law enforcement reports regarding the investigation of 

SCOTT MCKINNEY for allegedly committing the offense of: COUNT I: 

Assault with a Weapon, a Felony, in violation of Mont. Code Ann. § 45-5-

213(1)(b).

F I L E D

STATE OF MONTANA
By: __________________
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Beal, Alex



I believe that the facts as set forth in the law enforcement reports and 

application for warrant, if true, constitute sufficient probable cause to justify 

the filing of the charges.  Those facts are as follows:

On June 1, 2022, Wayne Mostad called 911 to report a male, the 

above-named Defendant, threatened to shoot him.  Mostad did not see a 

weapon but reported that the Defendant resided at 110 Black Pine in 

Missoula, Montana.  Mostad believed law enforcement needed to be advised 

as he thought a “shooter situation” was going to happen.

Later that day, Paul Niquest called 911 reporting he saw the 

confrontation between Mostad and the Defendant and requested police 

contact.  Missoula City Police were also notified that a Frederick Niquest 

called 911 a couple hours later reporting that the Defendant was acting up at 

another residence in Missoula and was yelling and banging on windows.

Missoula City Police Officers arrived on-scene.  Officer Mclean 

contacted Barbara Johnson near the Defendant’s neighborhood.  Johnson 

reported that she saw the Defendant outside her window standing there, 

looked at him, and he waved.  Johnson previously spoke with the Defendant 

earlier this evening where the Defendant said something to the effect of “you 

do have weapons.”



Missoula City Police were also advised that an Ashtan Ward called 911 

reporting a male, later identified as the Defendant, was on top of a house 

waving guns.  Ward was no longer on-scene but was contacted by Officer 

Mclean.  Ward advised that there was a ladder located right below where the 

male was standing.  Ward was in his vehicle with two friends.  Ward reported 

that the male pointed a black handgun at him and his friends.  Ward was 

“terrified” and ducked down behind his steering wheel and “floored” it to get 

away from the area.  Ward believed he was about to get shot or his car would 

be shot.  The house the male was located at was the Defendant’s residence 

and Officer Mclean observed a ladder propped up against the Defendant’s 

residence.

Officers were not able to observe the Defendant on the roof based on 

their location and vantage point in the nearby neighborhood when Ward 

made the report.

Law enforcement set up a perimeter around the Defendant’s home due 

to Ward’s description of the house and the ladder.  SWAT has been 

contacted and have made various attempts to contact the Defendant.  At this 

point, the Defendant has refused to make any contact with law enforcement.

Missoula City Police Officers have applied for a search warrant.  

Further, due to the nature of the offense, probable cause for the offense upon 



a complaint, exigent circumstances, and refusal of the Defendant to contact 

law enforcement, the State is requesting a warrant issue for the Defendant’s 

arrest pursuant to Mont. Code Ann. § 46-6-201.

On the early morning of June 2, 2022, the State sent the 

Honorable Alex Beal an Affidavit of Probable Cause, Order Granting 

Probable Cause, Complaint, and proposed Arrest Warrant.  The State 

received the arrest warrant signed by the Honorable Alex Beal.  The 

above language is the original statements of the affidavit.  Below are 

additional facts.

Missoula City Police Officers, SWAT, and other units were in a 

stand-off with the Defendant beginning the late evening of June 1, 2022, 

that did not resolve until around 6:00 p.m. on June 2, 2022.  The 

evening of June 2, 2022, Defendant surrendered himself Defendant was 

taken into custody pursuant to the warrant.  

The Honorable Alex Beal further granted a search warrant for the 

Defendant’s residence.  Law enforcement searched the residence and 

observed the residence to be in disarray noting there were 

miscellaneous items strewn throughout the house.  To date, law 

enforcement have found a navy-blue Beretta firearm case in the 



residence and an orange plastic handgun in a Jeep parked in the 

garage.

Missoula Police Detective Jeff Lloyd contacted Ward for follow-up 

information.  Ward further reported that he did see a gun in the 

Defendant’s hand that was described as a black handgun.  While he 

was driving away, the male was aiming the gun at Ward’s vehicle and 

followed the vehicle’s movements with the gun.  Ward estimated the 

gun was pointed at his vehicle for 30-45 seconds.  Ward further stated, 

“I was scared” and the male could have “either shot and killed” either 

himself or one of his two passengers.

At this point, investigation is still ongoing.  

DATED this 3rd day of June, 2022.

/s/ Andrew Jenks___________________
ANDREW JENKS
Deputy County Attorney

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me, a Justice of the Peace, in 

and for the State of Montana, County of Missoula.

Electronically Signed By:
Hon. Judge Landee Holloway

On Behalf Of:
Hon. Judge Alex Beal

Fri, Jun 03 2022 12:51 PM


