
 

 

 

November 22, 2019 
 

PRESS RELEASE – Pima County Deputy Sheriff’s Association (PCDSA) 

Our union has worked hard to improve the working conditions and compensation of all 
Pima County Sheriff’s Deputies.  The handling of this latest incident involving Deputy van 
Santen causes us great concern.  The group home at issue in last week’s video is the 
subject of almost daily 911 calls and appears under-staffed and overwhelmed.  It is an 
extremely difficult place to handle a 911 call. 

The PCDSA is concerned that private corporations are in the “business” of providing care 
to wards of the State of Arizona.  Invariably, it means that our deputies will be called—
sometimes 2-3 times daily—to respond to this group home and essentially subsidize that 
corporation.  We are not experts at handling emotionally vulnerable teenagers who are 
slipping through the cracks of our society.  We are first and foremost peacekeepers who are 
dispatched to crime scenes and must sometimes use an appropriate level of force to restore 
a situation from one of utter chaos, confusion and danger to one of peace and compliance. 

Collectively, our Deputies worry that they will be dispatched into a “no win” situation at 
this group home. We understand that this group home has been under scrutiny for most of 
the last year.  We call on the Department of Child Safety to do its own investigation and 
create a safe and nurturing environment for its residents so that our deputies are NOT 
needed to provide daily intervention.  We call on Sheriff Napier to enact new guidelines 
that keep our deputies from being constantly dispatched into privately-run group 
homes.  The system is broken, and crucifying Deputy van Santen will not fix it. 

Finally, the union is extremely disappointed that Sheriff Napier has issued a public 
statement condemning our fellow deputy BEFORE he has even had a chance to tell his 
side of this difficult encounter.  We understand that this is an election year for Sheriff 
Napier and that he is eager to avoid another scandal.  However, blaming one of our 
deputies is not leadership—it is a cynical political calculation that diminishes his office. 

We want our vulnerable residents to be safe and given better care.  We want our deputies 
to be safe and treated fairly.  It is a difficult time to wear a uniform.   


