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DECLARATION OF LIEUTENANT BRENT GIBSON

L, Brent Gibson, under the penalty of perjury, declare as true and correct the following:

i, [ am over the age of 18 and competent to testify to the matters stated herein, which
are based on my own personal knowledge.

2- I am a Lieutenant with the Metropolitan Nashville Police Department (“MNPD”).

3. I joined MNPD on February 16, 2002, and since then I have worked in the following
assignments: Patrol Officer in the Patrol Division, Officer in the Special Operations Section,
Detective in the Intelligence Unit, Sergeant in the Patrol Division and the Special Operations
Section, and Lieutenant in the Patrol Division and the Criminal Investigations Division -
Homicide Unit. Since March of 2021, I have been in the position of Homicide Unit Lieutenant.

4. Prior to joining MNPD, I was a police officer for the City of Mt. Juliet from 1998

to 2002.
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5. I earned an A.S. Criminal Justice degree from Columbia Southern University;
further, ] am a graduate of Northwestern University Center for Public Safety — School of Police
Staff and Command.

6. MNPD officers have been investigating and gathering information relating to the
shooting at The Covenant School since it occurred on March 27, 2023. I am overseeing this
investigation, which is being conducted by a fluctuating number of MNPD officers. The MNPD
investigation into this matter is still an active, ongoing criminal investigation and it is an open
matter.

e MNPD has been investigating, meeting with, and grieving with the families,
working with state and federal agencies, reviewing the officer-involved shootings,
interviewing witnesses, executing search warrants, and gathering documents, items, and
electronic files from the scene, the assailant’s home, and the assailant’s background.

8. Specifically, MNPD is still in the process of gathering and reviewing the following
records and conducting the following steps of the investigation:

a. Social media records from the past two years;

b. Internet and bank account records;

¢. Phone records;

d. Autopsy and toxicology reports;

e. Records obtained from search warrants;

f Medical records, including records of psychiatric treatment;
g. Gun and ammunition account records;

h. Interviewing individuals identified in all the records; and,

i. Investigating the assailant’s actions for the months prior to the incident; and,
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j. Following up on information discovered during this process.

9. Many of these documents must be subpoenaed and it takes time to get the records
back. MNPD must then examine the content of the materials and the metadata. MNPD needs
to review the assailant’s messaging data, internet search histories, and any other relevant
evidence. This often can be a time-consuming process.

10. MNPD uses this process to determine whether the assailant had any assistance with
planning the shooting or any assistance with weapons purchases.

11.  MNPD has not had an opportunity to intetview everyone connected to the incident
or to review all the materials it has gathered. Witness interviews typically are scheduled to
occur affer the materials related to the crime have been reviewed by the investigators, not
before.

12.  Eventhough the assailant died at the school, the criminal investigative file does not
automatically, instantly close. Investigators must still work to gather and analyze evidence in
the case and to determine if related crimes were committed, are being planned, or whether
other people were involved.

13.  Based on my twenty-five years of experience in law enforcement, I believe that
harmful and irreversible consequences could result from disclosing investigative files
prematurely, including in this case.

14. The MNPD’s investigative file is the product of the education and investigative
experience utilized by law enforcement officers to gather relevant documents, items, and

electronic files related to this crime.
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15.  Itis essential that police investigators be able to gather materials freely and broadly,
using their judgment, without fear that materials they gather will prematurely be released to
the public and cause prejudice to the effectiveness of the investigation.

16. I have a good faith belief that the Police Department’s denial of Petitioners’ public
records requests has been proper.

17.  MNPD must continue and conclude its investigation in an unrushed, deliberate
manner, before the records are released. Releasing any of the puzzle pieces too quickly could
jeopardize putting this intricate puzzle together.

18.  Based upon the volume of evidence and the number of persons to be interviewed, 1
believe that it will take approximately 12 months for MNPD to complete its investigation in
this case. There have been 46 homicide victims so far in 2023, and there were 112 last year.
Our homicide investigators are proceeding to work on this case on a daily basis, with all
deliberate speed to complete this investigation. They are also working with our federal agency
partners on this investigation. However, we have other ongoing investigations to work on as
well.

19.  For comparison purposes, an investigation for a murder-suicide case, where it
appears “obvious” what has happened, typically takes eight months.

20. While we believe at this time that the assailant acted alone in this case, we do not
know for sure. And we need to investigate the matter thoroughly, as we do in all homicides, to

rule out any co-conspirators or additional crimes related to this matter.
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21.  Here is the current status of the requested records:

Status of Requested Records

Item Description

Status/Comments

Writings of the assailant.

Certain writings were provided to the court for an in
camera review on May 12. The remaining writings,
obtained from the home, are part of the ongoing
criminal investigation.

All records depicting or describing

the Director of Community Safety
of Nashville regarding the writings.

the analysis of the writings. None.
All records of communications
between MNPD and the Office of None

All records of communications
between MINPD and the Office of
the Mayor regarding the writings.

There are nine emails that relate to the writings.

All records of communications
between MNPD and the FBI
regarding the writings.

These records relate to the ongoing criminal
investigation.

All records of communications
between MNPD and the White
House regarding the writings.

None.

All records, including emails, texts,
and other communications to and
from MNPD mentioning or
regarding the writings.

These records relate to the ongoing criminal
investigation.

All MNPD criminal police reports
documenting this incident to
include but not limited to:

a. Impound/evidence invoices

b. Photographs

¢. Bodycam footage

d. City/County/State and or federal
coroner information

e. Suspect toxicology/lab results

f. School video footage of suspects
and officers.

a. MNPD can produce the inventory lists from
house and car. b. Photographs are part of to the
ongoing criminal investigation. c¢. Bodycam
footage is part of the ongoing criminal
investigation. d. The Davidson County Medical
Examiner's Office has these records, not MNPD,
but they are also part of the ongoing criminal
investigation. e. The Davidson County Medical
Examiner's Office has these records, not MNPD,
but they are also part of the ongoing criminal
investigation. f. School video footage relates to the
ongoing criminal investigation.
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All MNPD Force Investigation
(FIT) internal administrative
investigations/reports regarding this
incident to include but not limited
to those mandated by The Manual
of the Metropolitan Police
Department of Nashville, Davidson
County, TN (The Department
Manual) Title 1.130.050.

These records relate to the ongoing criminal
investigation.

All MNPD communications
between the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), the U.S.
Department of Justice (DOJ),
and/or the Office of the District
Attorney, Nashville (20th Judicial
District) regarding the designation
of the aforementioned multiple
shooting at a Christian School by a
self-identified transgender suspect
as a “hate crime.”

These records relate to the ongoing criminal
investigation.

All MNPD criminal and/or field
intelligence reports and/or received
complaints involving the
aforementioned shooting suspect None.
dating from January 1, 2020, to the
date of your final response to this
public records request.

Brent Gibson
May 17, 2023
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