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Safety is and always has been the number one priority at TxDOT. In an effort to prevent wrong-way 
drivers from entering the Harbor Bridge exit ramps, TxDOT installed new signs with reflective posts and 
reflective striping at four intersections around the south interchange of the Harbor Bridge in 2020. 
Additionally, reflective delineators, raised pavement markings, reflective pavement striping, and new 
wrong-way flashing signs were installed. 

TxDOT is also installing wrong-way driver systems at four intersections (Power Street, Padre Street, 
Upper Broadway Boulevard, and Twigg Street) around the south interchange of the Harbor Bridge and 
expect that work to be complete by May 2023. Wrong-way driver detection systems alert drivers that 
they are entering a roadway in the wrong direction, so that they can self-correct before causing a 
collision. If they do not self-correct, then the system can notify a central traffic management center and 
law enforcement. 

TxDOT and the city of Corpus Christi are working together to identify other potential safety 
improvements. 

Police reports for the September 2015 and November 2022 incidents indicate that the wrong-way driver 
traveled west along Mesquite Street, turned north and entered at Twigg Street, not at the locations 
referenced by KRIS-6. 

Editor’s note: The police report provided in reference to the 2015 fatality states a forensic scientist 
photographed two exits. Using details from the report and archive video from the accident scene, KRIS 6 
News determined the exit most likely used by the wrong-way driver. If TxDOT has access to a report that 
provides a definitive access point, we welcome this report. The November 2022 incident report does not 
give a location in which the driver entered the Harbor Bridge. However, a civil lawsuit filed, stated this 
driver entered the bridge at Power Street. If TxDOT has any official document to dispute this, we 
welcome this report. 

TxDOT also reviewed the crash report for the February 2020 incident and could not confirm the 
entrance of the wrong-way driver for that incident. In all these instances, the drivers were under the 
influence of alcohol. 

Editor’s note: The only driver convicted of intoxication manslaughter is the driver from the 2015 crash. 
All other drivers were not litigated, or are in the process of being litigated. The crash report from 2020 
reveals the driver died in that accident. And the driver from November 2022 has been arrested and is 
currently awaiting trial. 

Although only one intersection has been confirmed as a wrong-way entry point, TxDOT has and 
continues to enhance safety features at all four intersections in this area to mitigate potential wrong-
way drivers.  

While we can implement all the engineering enhancements possible to build safer roads, at the end of 
the day, drivers hold the key to driving safely. We continuously encourage drivers to make smart choices 
when behind the wheel, including never drinking and driving, paying attention, driving to conditions and 
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always wearing their seatbelt. As our media partner, we hope KRIS-6 will help us spread these important 
reminders as we work to end the streak of daily deaths on our roadways. Please see #EndTheStreakTX 
(txdot.gov) for more information. 


