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July 13, 2021

Sheriff William Gore

San Diego County Sheriff's Department
9621 Ridgehaven Ct. 
San Diego, CA 92123

Re: Investigation into the Death of Rebecca Zahau

Dear Sheriff Gore:

On behalf of Rebecca Zahau’s mother, Pari Zahau, and her sister, Mary Zahau-Loener, I 
hereby request that you facilitate having another agency perform an independent review of the 
evidence presented in this case. It has been ten years since Rebecca’s death, more than three 
years since a civil jury found Adam Shacknai responsible for her death, and more than two years 
since Superior Court Judge Katherine Bacal ruled that the evidence presented in the civil lawsuit 
“puts the Sheriff’s conclusion into question.”  

The controversy over your decision to classify Rebecca’s death as a suicide has also 
ignited substantial public interest, resulting in special segments by nationally syndicated 
television shows, multiple television miniseries, countless blogs and articles, two books and 
constant local news coverage.  I respectfully submit that the only way to relieve the Sheriff’s 
Department of the stigma associated with this investigation, and restore the confidence of the 
Zahau Family and the public, is to have the matter reviewed by a truly independent agency.

You have publicly stated that you would welcome the case being reviewed by another 
agency.   At this time I ask that you honor your offer to the public and stand by your word, by 
seeking a review of the case by another agency.

In Rebecca’s Memory,

C. Keith Greer, Esq.


