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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO 

CIVIL DIVISION

SHERRIE CHAPPMAN, )

Individually and as Administrator )

of the Estate Tamia Chappman, )

c/o The Cochran Firm Cleveland )

2000 Auburn Drive, Ste 200 )

Beachwood, OH 44122 )

)

PLAINTIFF, )

)

) 

v. )

) 

OFFICER SINGH - BADGE #1381 )

OFFICER TRUXEL - BADGE #386 )

SERGEANT CHAPMAN - BADGE #9232 )

LIEUTENANT FARMER - BADGE #8497 )

SERGEANT SCHROEDER - BADGE #9249 )

OFFICER MCGERVEY - BADGE #2325 )

OFFICER LEONARDI - BADGE #1965 )

OFFICER DOSS - BADGE #847 )

OFFICER MILLER - BADGE #1583 )

OFFICER DUNN - BADGE #2563 )

OFFICER SABOLIK - BADGE #1021 )

OFFICER HIBBARD - BADGE #923 )

OFFICER STASKEVICH - BADGE #942 )

OFFICER WILSON - BADGE #1749 )

DETECTIVE CRIVEL - BADGE #1727 )

DETECTIVE WORNOCK - BADGE #1719 )

OFFICER McCLAMROCH - Badge #0317 )

OFFICER McINNES - Badge #0310 )

OFFICER WIGGINS - Badge #0339 )

OFFICER PARKS - Badge #0338 )

OFFICER THOMPSON - Badge #0345 )

OFFICER RASPBERRY - Badge #2077 )

c/o Cleveland Division of Police )

601 Lakeside Ave E # 106 )

Cleveland, OH 44113 )

)

DEFENDANTS )

CASE NUMBER:

JUDGE:

COMPLAINT

JURY DEMAND
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INTRODUCTION

1. On December 20, 2019, as she was walking on the sidewalk with a group of her 

friends going to the library, 13-year-old Tamia Chappman (“Tamia”) was struck and killed by a 

vehicle involved in a high-speed vehicle pursuit with the above-named Defendants who are 

employees of the City of Cleveland as officers with the Cleveland Police Department. Tamia was 

an innocent bystander who did nothing that caused or contributed to her death, which was 

preventable. This lawsuit alleges that Defendants Singh (#1381), Stipkovich (#40), Chapman 

(#9232), Farmer (#8497), Schroeder (#9249), McGervey (#2325), Leonard! (#1965), Doss (#847),

Miller (#1583), Dunn (#2563), Sabolik (#1021), Hibbard (#923), Staskevich (#942), Wilson 

(#1749), Crivel (#1727), Womock (#1719), McClamroch (#0317), Mclnnes (#0310), Wiggins 

(#0339), Parks (#338), Thompson (# 0345), and Raspberry (#2077) (hereinafter referred to 

collectively as “Defendants”) failed to conduct a pursuit and/or drive with due regard for the safety 

of all persons and property upon the highway, in violation of Ohio law and standard operating 

procedures of the Cleveland Police Department. This action seeks to address egregiously reckless 

and unnecessary pursuit that caused the tragic death of Tamia Chappman.

PARTIES

2. Plaintiff Sherrie Chappman (hereinafter “Plaintiff’) was appointed Administrator 

of the Estate of Tamia Chappman, deceased, by the Probate Court of Cuyahoga County, Ohio,

Case No. 2020EST249817, on January 28, 2020.

3. At all times herein, Plaintiff, the mother of Tamia, was a resident of the City of

Cleveland, County of Cuyahoga, and the State of Ohio.

4. At all times herein, Defendants were duly-appointed police officers employed by 

the City of Cleveland, as officers of the Cleveland Police Department, and were engaged in the 
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conduct that is the subject of this lawsuit and were acting within the course and scope of their 

employment with the City of Cleveland.

5. At all times herein, Defendants were functioning in their official capacity as officers 

with the Cleveland Police Department, acting under color of law, ordinance, and standard 

operating procedures of the Cleveland Police Department. These officers are sued in their 

individual capacities.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

6. This action is brought pursuant to Ohio law. Jurisdiction and venue are appropriate 

since these claims arise from events occurring in the State of Ohio. Plaintiff is also a resident of 

Ohio, and at all times mentioned herein, Defendants either resided in or conducted business in the 

State of Ohio.

7. Venue is appropriate as this cause of action arose in Cuyahoga County.

FACTS

8. On December 20, 2019, at approximately 3:27 pm, Defendant Raspberry was off- 

duty and driving his personal vehicle, when he reported to the Cleveland Police Department that 

he observed two males exit a dark colored sedan and approach Amanda Inman who was loading 

items into her vehicle that she purchased from Target located at 3100 West 117th Street.

9. Defendant Raspberry reported that the two men he observed approach Ms. Inman were 

acting suspiciously and fumbling around in their pockets while approaching Ms. Inman instead of 

walking towards the Target.

10. Defendant Raspberry reported that he observed one of the males point a gun at Ms. Inman 

and then get into her vehicle’s driver seat while the second male entered and got into the passenger 

seat of Ms. Inman’s vehicle.
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11. Defendant Raspberry reported that he observed the men speed out of the Target 

parking lot in Ms. Inman’s vehicle and followed the men in his personal vehicle driving 

eastbound on 1-90.

12. During the pursuit of Ms. Inman’s vehicle by Defendant Officer Raspberry, several 

other Cleveland Police Department officers joined in this pursuit in separate vehicles, including 

Defendant Officers Mclnnes, Wiggins, Parks, and Thompson.

13. During this pursuit, Ms. Inman’s vehicle approached Woodworth and Hayden 

avenues in East Cleveland at a speed of up to 75 mph.

14. Based on information and belief, Defendant Officer McClamroch was the 

“Controlling Supervisor” that assumed all the responsibilities associated with the management of 

this pursuit, including the pursuit initiation, continuation, and termination.

15. While this pursuit was in progress, Tamia and a group of about four to five of her 

friends were walking on the sidewalk going to the library, when the vehicle being pursued entered 

the sidewalk and struck and killed Tamia.

16. A second child was also injured during this pursuit.

17. Tamia was an innocent bystander who did nothing that caused or contributed to her 

death, which was preventable.

18. The vehicle pursuit ended at Lakefront and Euclid avenues in East Cleveland after 

striking and killing Tamia.

19. The actions of Defendants were taken jointly, in concert, and with shared intent.

20. The actions of Defendants were in conscious disregard of or indifference to a 

known or obvious risk of harm to another that was unreasonable under the circumstances.
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21. The actions of Defendants involved in this pursuit were in violation of Ohio law 

and the standard operating procedures of the Cleveland Police Department in that they did not 

drive their vehicles with due regard for the safety of all persons and property upon the highway.

22. The actions of Defendants involved in this pursuit were in violation of Ohio law 

and the standard operating procedures of the Cleveland Police Department in that the immediate 

danger of the pursuit is less than the immediate danger to the public if the suspects in the fleeing 

vehicle remained at large.

23. The actions of Defendants involved in this pursuit were in violation of Ohio law 

and the standard operating procedures of the Cleveland Police Department in that the officers did 

not take into consideration factors such as the weather, time of day, volume of vehicular and 

pedestrian traffic, road condition, capability of the pursuit vehicle, population density, geographic 

location, officer familiarity with the area and proximity to certain areas such as schools, parks, 

playgrounds and venues associated with crowds during those times when pedestrians are 

reasonably perceived to be active.

24. The actions of Defendants involved in this pursuit were in violation of Ohio law 

and the standard operating procedures of the Cleveland Police Department by not terminating the 

pursuit when the pursued vehicle was driven in speeds far in excess of safe limits relative to road 

and traffic conditions, and in a manner that showed a blatant disregard for the safety of other 

vehicles or pedestrians.

25. Asa direct and proximate result of the negligent, grossly negligent, willful, wanton, 

reckless, intentional, extreme and outrageous actions and omissions of all Defendants, Tamia 

suffered terror and pain inflicted upon her, including severe personal injuries and extreme 

emotional distress, including pain and suffering, and her death.
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26. Asa direct and proximate result of the negligent, grossly negligent, willful, wanton, 

reckless, intentional, extreme and outrageous actions and omissions of all Defendants, Tamia’s 

estate and heirs suffered and continue to suffer, inter alia, severe grief, injury, pain and suffering, 

mental distress, loss of love, affection, society, companionship, consortium, pecuniary loss, 

medical and burial expenses, as well as other injuries resulting from Tamia’s death.

FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

OHIO LAW- WILLFUL, WANTON, RECKLESS, AND 

NEGLIGENT CONDUCT AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS

27. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the above allegations as if fully set forth herein.

28. At all times relevant herein, the Defendants had a duty to the public at large, 

including Tamia, to act in a lawful and reasonable manner and to not act in a negligent, grossly 

negligent, willful, wanton, reckless, intentional, extreme, and/or outrageous manner.

29. On December 20, 2019, it was highly foreseeable that a high-speed chase, without 

lights or sirens, involved a significant risk of harm such that the conduct creating such a danger 

to the public at large was extreme and outrageous.

30. ORC 4511.041 establishes that certain exceptions for public safety vehicles "does 

not relieve the driver...from the duty to drive with DUE REGARD for the safety of all persons 

and property" (emphasis added).

31. Defendants negligently, grossly negligent, willfully, wantonly, recklessly, 

intentionally, extremely, and/or outrageously drove a motor vehicle on the date in question, and 

their actions were a direct and proximate cause of the collision with pursuing vehicle and Tamia.

32. Asa direct and proximate result of the negligent, grossly negligent, willful, wanton, 

reckless, intentional, extreme, and/or outrageous high-speed chase described herein, Tamia was 

struck by the pursuing vehicle, causing her severe pain, suffering, and death.
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33. At all times relevant herein, the Defendants knew or should have known that the 

forgoing conduct would cause serious physical injury to Tamia, or someone in a similar position, 

and they negligently, grossly negligently, willfully, wantonly, recklessly, intentionally, extremely, 

and/or outrageously disregarded that knowledge

34. Defendants commenced and continued this pursuit without justification.

35. Defendants engaged in negligent, reckless and/or willful and/or wanton

conduct such that they are not entitled to the immunities set forth in O.R.C. § 2744.01 etseq.

36. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent, grossly negligent, willful, 

wanton, reckless, intentional, extreme and outrageous conduct of the Defendants, Tamia 

suffered severe injuries, pain, and suffering, and death and his survivors and next of kin 

have suffered and continue to suffer severe injuries and damages.

SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

WRONGFUL DEATH PURSUANT TO OHIO R.C. 

§2125.02 AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS

37. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the above allegations as if fully set forth herein.

38. Tamia Chappman is survived by her heirs. Tamia’s heirs have suffered and will 

continue to suffer, inter alia, pecuniary loss, loss of her aide, comfort, consortium, society, 

companionship, guidance and protection, as well the grief and sorrow from the loss of the love 

and affection of and for their loved one, and otherwise suffered damages to their detriment.

39. The Defendants acted negligently, willfully, wantonly, recklessly, intentionally, 

extremely, and/or outrageously in committing the acts alleged in this complaint, which resulted 

in the injuries and wrongful death of Tamia and her Estate.
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40. As a direct and proximate result of the actions of the defendants in this 

complaint, Tamiadied from injuries she sustained in a car crash, subjecting the defendants 

to liability pursuant to Ohio R.C. § 2125.02.

THIRD CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

SURVIVORSHIP ACTION AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS

41. Plaintiff repeats and realleges the above allegations as if fully set forth herein.

42. Plaintiff further claims that as a direct and proximate result of the negligent, willful, 

wanton, reckless, and/or outrageous conduct of the Defendants as alleged herein, individually 

and/or jointly, Tamia was caused to suffer mental anguish and conscious physical pain and 

suffering prior to his death, for which compensation is sought.

43. The Defendants owed Tamia a duty of care, they breached that duty, and their 

breach of duty was the proximate cause of Tamia's death.

44. The Plaintiff brings this survivorship action pursuant to Ohio Revised Code §

2305.21.

DAMAGES

45. As a direct and proximate result of the acts set forth in this complaint, Tamia 

sustained severe physical injuries and emotional and psychological injuries, including but not 

limited to extreme and intense pain and fear for his life, prior to her death.

46. As a further direct and proximate result of the wrongful death of Tamia, her 

survivors and/or heirs and family have suffered injuries and damages, including but not limited

to, the loss of his support, services, and society, including lost companionship, care, assistance, 

attention, protection, advice, guidance, counsel, instruction, training, and education, as well as 

pecuniary losses.
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M. As a further direct and proximate result of the wrongful death of Tamia, her 

survivors and/or heirs have suffered injuries and damages, including but not limited to, grief, 

depression, and severe emotional distress.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff demands that judgment be entered in her favor on all

counts and prays the Court award the following relief:

a) Compensatory damages in an amount exceeding the jurisdictional amount in 

controversy requirement, to be determined at trial for the injuries and damages 

suffered by Plaintiffs decedent and her wrongful death;

b) Punitive damages in an amount to be determined at trial for the Defendants' 

willful, wanton, malicious, and/or reckless conduct; and

c) All other relief which this Honorable Court deems equitable and just.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael L. Wright, #0067698

Stanley Jackson, #0077011

Robert L. Gresham, #0082151

THE COCHRAN FIRM - CLEVELAND

2000 Auburn Drive, Suite 200

Beachwood, Ohio 44122

(216)333-3333

(513)381-7922 FAX 

mwright@yourohiolegalhelp.com

rgresham@yourohiolegalhelp.com 

sjackson@cochranohio.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff
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JURY DEMAND

Now comes Plaintiff, by and through counsel, and hereby demands a trial by jury on all 

issues of this matter.

Michael L. Wright, #0067698

Stanley Jackson, #0077011

Robert L. Gresham, #0082151 

THE COCHRAN FIRM - CLEVELAND
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