
           

           

 

 SLO Community Groups Demand that Chamber of Commerce Rescind Award 

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS, SOUTH COUNTY CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 

We awoke this past Friday to the sad realization that our beloved San Luis Obispo County is not immune 
to the epidemic of anti-Semitism and bigotry that is now gripping our nation. 

The South County Chambers of Commerce has chosen as its Citizen of the Year for Nipomo Jim Harrison, 
whose social media presence was awash in racist, anti-Semitic, Islamophobic, and white nationalist 
language and imagery before it was scrubbed clean in response to outrage from across the community. 
His posts featured Nazi imagery to demonize his political opponents and perpetuated lies and conspiracy 
theories about George Soros and other prominent Jews. 

Use of such language and imagery diminishes the true horror of the Nazis, who plunged the globe into 
world war and murdered tens of millions of innocents. Even worse, the perpetuation of hateful speech 
and hateful attitudes such as those espoused by Mr. Harrison motivates and empowers people to acts of 
despicable violence, such as the multiple attacks against Jews celebrating Hanukkah this past week. As 
importantly, it propagates and normalizes white nationalist rhetoric and violence against all minorities 
and marginalized people here at home and across the nation. 

Like all of us, Mr. Harrison is entitled to his political opinions and we take no issue with him on that 
account. Political agreement is not a requirement for public office or public acclaim. This demonstration 
of hatred and bigotry, however, should be an immediate disqualifier.  

Silence and inaction in the face of such behavior is complicity. We therefor call upon the South County 
Chambers of Commerce to rescind its honor of Mr. Harrison. We further call on County Supervisor Lynn 
Compton, who appointed Mr. Harrison to the County Planning Commission, to remove him from that 
post. 
 

Respectfully, 

Bend the Arc: Jewish Action San Luis Obispo 
R.A.C.E. Matters SLO County 
The Diversity Coalition of San Luis Obispo County 
JCC-Federation of San Luis Obispo 
People of Faith for Justice 
The Gay and Lesbian Alliance of the Central Coast (GALA)     


