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IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

March 12, 2020
In the interest of public safety, the decision was made in collaboration with the Downtown
Billings Alliance (DBA), Yellowstone County Unified Health Command, event hosts, staff, and
downtown business owners to cancel the Downtown St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Celtic Fair.

This decision was not made lightly but the DBA is following risk mitigation strategies outlined by
the CDC in an effort to prevent community transmission. The CDC recommends implementing
social distancing measures such as canceling large gatherings of >250 people, and as the
largest city in Montana, this certainly applies to this beloved event.

While we understand how disappointing this is for the public and event participants, along with
downtown businesses, our decision is based on the understanding of how COVID-19 is
progressing in the United States, and in the best interest of public health. We will make every
effort to support our downtown businesses during this uncertain time and will strive to be a
strong resource for our community.


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

