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Saturday, March 11, 2023

Dear #RPSStrong Family,

I'm heartbroken to share that we lost a 7th grade Binford student last night due to an accidental shooting, and
that three other students (two from RAS and one from Armstrong) were injured in a separate incident of gun
violence. On behalf of RPS, I extend our deepest condolences to the families, friends, and school communities
of these students. Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers. 

If your student needs help processing this tragedy, please reach out to your school's counselor. Students who
need emergency support should call the ChildSavers Immediate Response line at 804-305-2420 or send a
text to 741741. RPS employees in need of emergency support should contact the Cigna 24/7 crisis line at 1-
833-ME-CIGNA (1-833-632-4462). Additional counseling and support services are also available through the
Cigna Employee Assistance (EAP) program by calling 1-800-544-6931.
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If so moved, please consider donating to our "Honoring the Memory Fund [t.e2ma.net]," which helps RPS
families who have lost a student by offsetting funeral costs, co-pays for mental health support, and any
expenses incurred for taking time off work to grieve. (Please make sure to select "Honoring the Memory Fund" in
the designation pull-down menu.) Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Finally, if you have a firearm in your home, I beg of you, please secure it. According to the American Academy of
Pediatrics and HealthyChildren.org [t.e2ma.net], the likelihood of accidentally being killed by a shooting is four
times higher in homes with guns. We can change that with some common sense measures:

Talk to your children about the basics of gun safety.
Don't underestimate the risk posed by guns: even a 3-year-old may be strong enough to pull a trigger.
If you have a firearm at home, secure it in a lockbox or safe, unloaded. 
Store ammunition separately.
Before your student visits a friend, ask if there's a gun in the home. If there is, ask how it's stored.

Thank you in advance for doing everything possible to keep all of our students safe.

With great appreciation,

Jason
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Important Links – Last updated on March 11, 2023.

RPS Links

RPS Website [t.e2ma.net]
Family Support [t.e2ma.net]
Enrollment Portal [t.e2ma.net]
RPS Love Store [t.e2ma.net]
Honoring the Memory Fund [t.e2ma.net]

Crisis Support Links

Richmond Behavioral Health Authority [t.e2ma.net] (Child/Adult Mental Health) – (804) 819-4100
ChildSavers Immediate Response Helpline [t.e2ma.net] (Child Mental Health) – (804) 305-2420
YWCA Greater Richmond [t.e2ma.net] (Domestic Violence) – (804) 612-6126
Virginia Child Protective Services [t.e2ma.net] (Child Abuse) – (800) 552-7096
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline [t.e2ma.net] – (800) 273-8255

www.rvaschools.net [rvaschools.net]
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