
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF QUEENS

DONNA KENT, individually and as

personal representative of the late Index No.
Sandor Szabo,

Plaintiff,
(NYSCEF case)

-against-

JAMILL JONES; WAKE FOREST

UNIVERSITY; and DOES 1 through

25, inclusive,

Defendants.

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Donna Kent, individually and on behalf of the estate of her deceased son

Sandor Szabo (collectively, "Plaintiff") brings this complaint against Jamill Jones

("Coach Jones"), Wake Forest University ("Wake Forest") (collectively, "Defendants")

and Does (1) through (25), and alleges as follows.

NATURE OF THE ACTION

1. Wake Forest University sent Assistant Men's Basketball Coach Jamill

Jones on a business trip to New York where he fatally struck Mr. Sandor Szabo in a

brazen one-punch homicide on a New York sidewalk.

2. This is a wrongful death action that seeks to hold Coach Jones and

Wake Forest University accountable for their actions and negligence that resulted

in Mr. Sandor's tragic death.
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THE PARTIES

3. Plaintiff Donna Kent is an individual and resident of Raleigh, North

Carolina.

4. Defendant Jamill Jones is an individual and, on information and belief,

is a resident of Washington D.C. At the time of the incident giving rise to this action,

Coach Jones was a resident of Kernersville, North Carolina and was employed by

Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

5. Defendant Wake Forest University is a corporation organized and

existing under the laws of the State of North Carolina, with its principal place of

business in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

6. Plaintiff currently does not know the true names and capacities of

Defendants sued as Does 1 through 25, inclusive, and therefore sues these

Defendants by fictitious names. Plaintiff will amend her Complaint to allege the true

names and capacities of these Defendants when they are ascertained. Each of the

fictitiously named Doe Defendants are responsible in some manner for the events and

happenings alleged in this Complaint.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

7. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Coach Jones pursuant to

CPLR 302 because he committed the tortious act that forms the basis for the causes

of action alleged herein within said County.

8. This court has personal jurisdiction over Wake Forest pursuant to CPLR

302 because, upon information and belief, Coach Jones was acting as an agent for
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Wake Forest when he committed the tortious act and Wake Forest regularly conducts

and solicits business in the state and within said County.

9. Venue is appropriate in Queens County because Coach Jones committed

the tortious act that forms the basis for the causes of action alleged herein within said

County.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

L Background: A Digital Marketing Executive, a Private University,

and a Former Collegiate Athlete Turned Coach

10. Sandor Szabo was a 35 year-old digital marketing executive for a

company based in Fort Lee, New Jersey but worked remotely from Florida. Mr. Szabo

was five feet eleven inches tall and, on information and belief, weighed approximately

183 pounds.

11. Coach Jones is a former collegiate athlete and experienced coach. At the

time of the incident, Coach Jones was employed by Wake Forest as an assistant men's

basketball coach under Head Coach Danny Manning for Wake Forest's NCAA

Division I men's basketball program. He previously held coaching positions at

University of Coastal Florida, Virginia Commonwealth University, and Florida Gulf

Coast University. Coach Jones was a collegiate basketball player at Arkansas Tech

University. Prior to coaching college basketball, Coach Jones was a revenue analyst

for the Department of Homeland Security Federal Protective Services. On

information and belief, Coach Jones is six feet five inches tall and weighs

approximately 220 pounds.

12. Wake Forest is a private university that employed Coach Jones since at

least May 2017. Wake Forest was responsible for training and supervising Coach
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Jones in the performance of his job duties. On information and belief, Wake Forest

employed Coach Jones to perform duties that included travel to identify and recruit

players for Wake Forest's men's basketball program and facilitate their transition to

the university. On information and belief, Wake Forest trained Coach Jones on first

aid.

13. On information and belief, Wake Forest sent Coach Jones to the New

York metropolitan area on multiple occasions to recruit basketball players and

perform business on behalf of the Wake Forest basketball program.

II. Paths Collide in New York: A Wedding and A University Business Trig

14. In late July 2018, Mr. Szabo travelled to New York to attend a

tradeshow and then his stepsister's wedding. Mr. Szabo attended the wedding on

August 4, 2018 and the subsequent reception, which continued into the evening at a

venue, The Foundry, in the New York City borough of Queens.

15. On information and belief, Wake Forest sent Coach Jones to the New

York metropolitan area on or about August 4, 2018 to visit a recruit of the Wake

Forest men's basketball program and attend his going away party prior to joining the

Wake Forest program. On information and belief, Coach Jones was acting in the

course and scope of his employment to mentor the new incoming student athlete and

facilitate his transition to the university. On information and belief, this was the

primary purpose of Coach
Jones'

trip to New York.

III. The Incident: A Cowardly Attack by the Wake Forest Coach

16. Mr. Szabo left the wedding venue with the wedding party and travelled

with them to a nearby hotel, The Paper Factory. At around 1:00 a.m. on August 5,
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2018, Mr. Szabo ordered a Lyft to take him back to his own hotel, a Howard Johnson

on 12th Street in Queens. His Lyft travelled the wrong direction and left him in the

area of 29th Street and 41st Avenue in Long Island City.

17. On information and belief, Mr. Szabo attempted at least six calls to Lyft

to arrange for another driver to pick him up. Looking for his ride, Mr. Szabo

approached several vehicles on 29th Street near 41st Avenue to inquire as to whether

those vehicles were his Lyft ride.

18. One of the vehicles that Mr. Szabo approached was a white 2019 BMW

SUV that Coach Jones was driving with his fiancée, Djenane F. Paul, around

approximately 1:42 a.m. Mr. Szabo approached Coach
Jones'

vehicle and waved his

arm as if hailing a ride after Coach Jones passed him while driving down 29th Street.

Coach Jones then reversed onto 41st Avenue and came to a stop at the intersection.

After approaching the rear passenger side of Coach
Jones'

vehicle, Mr. Szabo turned

andretreated back acrossthe street.

19. While Mr. Szabo walked away, Coach Jones exited his vehicle and

sprinted to catch up with him. As Coach Jones closed in, Mr. Szabo
(5'

10") sought

refuge from the imposing Coach Jones
(6'

5") behind a mailbox and put his hands up

to shield his face in a moment of terror.

20. Without warning or provocation, Coach Jones (220 lbs) planted his feet,

cocked back his right fist and struck Mr. Szabo (183 lbs) in the face with full force.

The punch was so forceful that it knocked Mr. Szabo's teeth through his lower lip and
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lacerated the tissues on the left side of his face. The blow also caused Mr. Szabo a

sudden rotational injury to his brain stem-a potentially fatal injury.

21. Mr. Szabo's body slammed into the ground following the punch and his

head bounced against the concrete curb. The impact fractured Mr. Szabo's skull in

two places and resulted in extensive brain damage. According to witnesses and

security camera footage, as Mr. Szabo lay unconscious on the sidewalk, his legs

twitched and blood poured from his ears, face, and mouth, choking his airway.

22. Meanwhile, Coach Jones looked down at Mr. Szabo and casually walked

back towards his vehicle while glancing back once more. Coach Jones entered his

vehicle and sped away from the scene. He did not call 911. He did not apply his Wake

Forest training to tend to the unconscious and choking Mr. Szabo. Nor did he attempt

to get help from nearby persons or residences.

23. Two witnesses to Coach
Jones'

assault on Mr. Szabo called 911 and

tended to Mr. Szabo, propping him up against a car to prevent him from choking on

his own blood. Paramedics transported Mr. Szabo to New York Presbyterian Hospital

Weill Cornell where he never regained consciousness.

24. On information and belief, Coach Jones called his fiancée's cousin, Police

Officer David McCall, for advice after seeing police officers and paramedics tending

to an unconscious Mr. Szabo from his hotel room. Coach Jones, however, did not

return to the scene or identify himself to officers that morning but instead prepared

to flee the state.
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IV. Mr. Szabo Succumbs to His Injuries

25. Despite the best efforts of paramedics and doctors, Mr. Szabo was

pronounced braindead on Tuesday, August 7, 2018. Medical professionals kept Mr.

Szabo's body alive for an additional two days to harvest his vital organs, including

his heart, kidneys, pancreas, liver, and lungs. Those organs saved the lives of four

recipients.

26. The medical examiner's office ruled Mr. Szabo's death a homicide as a

result of blunt impact injury of the head with brain injury. Mr. Szabo suffered blunt

impact injury to the head when Coach Jones struck his face and when his head hit

the concrete curb.

V. Coach Jones Flees to North Carolina Before Turning Himself In

27. On information and belief, after the assault, Coach Jones returned to

North Carolina on transportation paid by Wake Forest to attend another work-

related event.

28. On information and belief, on or around August 5, 2018, Coach Jones

attended a gala hosted by Wake Forest as Mr. Szabo lay in critical condition at the

hospital.

29. Finally, on August 9, 2018, Coach Jones turned himself in to the police

in Queens.

30. On information and belief, Wake Forest did not even dismiss Coach

Jones for the assault but merely put him on leave following his arrest and allowed

him to voluntarily resign eight months later.
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VI. A New York Jury Convicts Coach Jones of Third-Degree Assault

31. The Queens District Attorney charged Jones with third-degree assault-

a misdemeanor-for his fatal attack on Mr. Szabo. A jury convicted Coach Jones

following a criminal trial held on February 6, 2020.

32. On July 23, 2020, a New York judge sentenced Coach Jones to three

years of probation, 1,500 hours of community service, and a $1,000 fine, but no jail

time.

33. A civil action is now the only means to obtain justice for Mr. Szabo and

his family who have suffered tremendously with his death. As Ms. Kent stated at

Coach
Jones'

sentencing, "I will never get to experience the joy of being Sandor's

mother again. I can't believe this is my life-a mourning mother. You have changed

my life forever and destroyed the person I used to
be."

VICARIOUS LIABILITY

34. On information and belief, Coach
Jones'

duties as an assistant

basketball coach for Wake Forest included mentoring players outside of basketball,

providing guidance and assistance to student athletes on a range of personal issues,

and facilitating their transition to the college environment.

35. On information and belief, Coach Jones was in New York on August 4-

5, 2018, to perform mentoring and coaching duties on behalf of the Wake Forest men's

basketball program.

36. On information and belief, Wake Forest sent Coach Jones to the New

York metropolitan area on or about August 4-5, 2018 to visit and fellowship Ismael
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Massoud, an incoming player for Wake Forest's basketball program, at Massoud's

going away party.

37. On information and belief, Wake Forest was aware that Coach Jones

was in New York in his capacity as an assistant basketball coach and condoned his

travel to nurture a relationship with an incoming Wake Forest student athlete and/or

conduct other Wake Forest business.

38. Accordingly, Coach Jones was an agent, servant, and/or employee of

Wake Forest acting within the course and scope of his employment and/or agency

during his time in New York. Therefore, Wake Forest is vicariously liable for
Jones'

actions under the doctrine of respondeat superior.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

Wrongful Death

(Brought by Plaintiff Against Jones and Wake Forest University)

39. Plaintiff incorporates, repeats, and re-alleges the foregoing allegations

of paragraphs 1 through 38 as if fully set forth herein.

40. As more fully set forth above, on August 5, 2018, Wake Forest Coach

Jamill Jones killed Sandor Szabo in an unjustified one-punch homicide.

41. Coach
Jones'

attack was wanton and malicious. Coach Jones had no

justification for the attack. Shortly prior to the attack, Coach Jones was safely inside

his BMW SUV and Mr. Szabo was walking away down the street. However, Coach

Jones decided to, and did, exit his vehicle and charge at Mr. Szabo with the intent to

strike or otherwise batter him.
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42. Coach Jones struck Mr. Szabo with enough force to push Mr. Szabo's

teeth through his lower lip and cause a sudden rotational injury to his brainstem.

Mr. Szabo was left unconscious and bleeding from his head.

43. Coach Jones looked back at a heavily injured Mr. Szabo and, despite Mr.

Szabo's clear need for immediate medical assistance, walked to his BMW SUV, and

fled.

44. On August 7, 2018, as a direct and proximate result of
Jones'

attack, Mr.

Szabo died. Medical examiners determined that Mr. Szabo died of blunt impact

injury of the head with brain injury.

45. As more fully set forth above, Coach Jones was an agent, servant, and/or

employee of Defendant Wake Forest acting within the course and scope of such

employment and/or agency during his time in New York. Therefore, Wake Forest is

responsible for the above-described actions of Coach Jones and for its negligence in

employing him.

46. Plaintiff suffered damages as a result of
Defendants'

action resulting in

Mr. Szabo's death and is entitled to recover from Defendants in a fair and just amount

to be determined by a jury, including at least: Expenses for the care and treatment

incident to the injuries resulting in Mr. Szabo's death; Compensation for pain and

suffering of Mr. Szabo prior to his death; The reasonable funeral expenses of Mr.

Szabo; Loss of Mr. Szabo's reasonably expected net income to his beneficiary, Donna

Kent; Loss of the services, protection, care, and assistance of Mr. Szabo to his

beneficiary, Donna Kent; Loss of the society, companionship, comfort, guidance,
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kindly offices, and advice of Mr. Szabo to his beneficiary, Donna Kent; Any further

pecuniary losses deemed fair and just by the Court; and interest upon the principal

sum recovered from the date of the pertinent incident.

47. Plaintiff further claims such damages as Mr. Szabo may have suffered

between the time of injury and the time of death and for the recovery of which the

decedent might have maintained an action had death not ensued including, but not

limited to, mental anguish, physical disability, conscious pain and suffering, pre-

impact terror, and further damage considering the aggravating circumstances

attendant upon the fatal injury. Such aggravating circumstances include, but are not

limited to, the wanton, callous, reckless and depraved conduct of Defendants which

entitles Plaintiff to punitive damages.

48. Plaintiff claims punitive damages in that Defendants engaged in actions

and conduct with malice, oppression, or fraud with a knowing disregard of the rights

or safety of Mr. Szabo.

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION

Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress

(Brought by Plaintiff as Personal Representative of the Estate of Sandor

Szabo Against Jones and Wake Forest University)

49. Plaintiff incorporates, repeats, and re-alleges the foregoing allegations

of paragraphs 1 through 48 as if fully set forth herein.

50. As more fully set forth above, on August 5, 2018, Wake Forest Coach

Jamill Jones killed Sandor Szabo in an unjustified one-punch homicide.

51. Coach
Jones'

conduct was extreme and outrageous. Mr. Szabo posed no

threat and was, in fact, walking away from Coach
Jones'

vehicle when Coach Jones
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chased after Mr. Szabo and attacked him. Coach Jones had no justification to exit his

SUV, chase down Mr. Szabo, and/or punch Mr. Szabo in the face.

52. On information and belief, Coach Jones stands six feet five inches tall

and weighs 220 pounds, while Mr. Szabo was five feet eleven inches tall and weighed

approximately 183 pounds. Coach Jones went beyond all possible bounds of decency

when he viciously attacked an unarmed, and smaller Mr. Szabo.

53. Coach
Jones'

attack was intended to and in fact caused Mr. Szabo severe

emotional distress. When the much bigger Coach Jones left his SUV to rush at Mr.

Szabo, Mr. Szabo desperately backed away in apprehension and fear. Unable to

escape and in imminent fear, Mr. Szabo attempted to hide behind a mailbox and tried

to cover his face.

54. As a direct and proximate result of Coach
Jones'

attack and the moments

preceding, Mr. Szabo suffered severe emotional distress for the remainder of his life,

including at least suffering in contemplation of his impending battery and death, and

shock and terror.

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION

Assault

(Brought by Plaintiff as Personal Representative of the Estate of Sandor

Szabo Against Jones and Wake Forest University)

55. Plaintiff incorporates, repeats, and re-alleges the foregoing allegations

of paragraphs 1 through 54 as if fully set forth herein.

56. As more fully set forth above, on August 5, 2018, Coach Jones without

provocation exited his SUV and ran towards Mr. Szabo.
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57. Coach Jones rushed at Mr. Szabo as if he intended to strike or otherwise

batter Mr. Szabo, and in fact raised his fist to hit, and did hit, Mr. Szabo.

58. Coach
Jones'

assault was egregious and wrongful. It occurred without

provocation and left Mr. Szabo unconscious, bleeding profusely, and choking on his

own blood.

59. As a direct and proximate result of Coach
Jones'

attack and the moments

leading up to that attack, Mr. Szabo felt reasonable apprehension. As evidence of Mr.

Szabo's apprehension, he attempted to back away from Coach Jones.

60. As more fully set forth above, Coach Jones was an agent, servant, and/or

employee of Defendant Wake Forest acting within the course and scope of such

employment and/or agency during his time in New York. Therefore, the above-

described actions of Jones are imputed to Defendant Wake Forest.

61. As a direct and proximate result of
Defendants'

actions, Plaintiff was

injured in a sum to be proven at trial.

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION

Battery

(Brought by Plaintiff as Personal Representative of the Estate of Sandor

Szabo Against Jones and Wake Forest University)

62. Plaintiff incorporates, repeats, and re-alleges the foregoing allegations

of paragraphs 1 through 61 as if fully set forth herein.

63. As more fully set forth above, on August 5, 2018, Coach Jones

intentionally struck Mr. Szabo in the face.

64. Mr. Szabo did not consent to being struck, and in fact tried to back away

from Coach Jones.
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65. Coach
Jones'

assault was egregious and wrongful. It occurred without

provocation and left Mr. Szabo unconscious, bleeding profusely, and choking on his

own blood.

66. As a direct and proximate result of Coach
Jones'

attack, Mr. Szabo

suffered from blunt force trauma to the head. Coach
Jones'

punch was so forceful as

to knock Mr. Szabo's teeth through his lip, and caused a sudden rotational injury to

his brainstem.

67. As more fully set forth above, Coach Jones was an agent, servant, and/or

employee of Defendant Wake Forest acting within the course and scope of such

employment and/or agency during his time in New York. Therefore, the above-

described actions of Coach Jones are imputed to Defendant Wake Forest.

68. As a direct and proximate result of
Defendants'

actions, Plaintiff was

injured in a sum to be proven at trial.

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION

Negligence

(Brought by Plaintiff as Personal Representative of the Estate of

Sandor Szabo Against Jones and Wake Forest University)

69. Plaintiff incorporates, repeats, and re-alleges the foregoing allegations

of paragraphs 1 through 68 as if fully set forth herein.

70. As more fully set forth above, on August 5, 2018, Coach Jones

intentionally struck Mr. Szabo in the face. As a result, Mr. Szabo fell to the ground

and was very obviously unconscious, bleeding profusely from his head, choking on his

own blood, and in dire need of aid.
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71. On information and belief, Coach Jones received first aid training from

Wake Forest, and/or other previous employers, and, therefore, should have

recognized Mr. Szabo's dire state.

72. Coach Jones created the danger facing Mr. Szabo by maliciously and

intentionally striking him in the face. Mr. Szabo visibly suffered a serious injury as

a result and clearly needed immediate assistance or medical attention. Coach Jones

looked back at Mr. Szabo at least twice after he caused the harm and recognized, or

should have recognized, Mr. Szabo's immediate need of aid.

73. Coach Jones reasonably owed a duty to provide assistance to Mr. Szabo,

including but not limited to: (i) calling, or directing bystanders to call, emergency

services; (ii) rendering first aid; and (iii) otherwise rendering assistance to Mr. Szabo

until emergency services arrived.

74. Coach Jones breached his duties by fleeing the scene of the attack

instead of rendering aid to Mr. Szabo or even calling for help.

75. Coach
Jones'

breach of duty was egregious and wrongful. Coach Jones

deliberately attacked Mr. Szabo, but rather than render aid as he was trained to do,

Coach Jones left Mr. Szabo unconscious, bleeding, choking, and dying on the side of

the road at 1:42 in the morning.

76. As a direct and proximate result of
Defendants'

actions, Plaintiff was

injured in a sum to be proven at trial.

77. As more fully set forth above, Coach Jones was an agent, servant, and/or

employee of Defendant Wake Forest acting within the course and scope of such
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employment and/or agency during his time in New York. Therefore, the above-

described actions of Coach Jones are imputed to Defendant Wake Forest.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully prays that this Court grant Judgment to the

Plaintiff as to the above causes of action as follows:

1. Awarding compensatory, statutory, and non-economic damages against

Defendants Jones and Wake Forest University, jointly and severally;

2. Awarding compensatory, statutory, and non-economic damages in

accordance with the evidence against Defendant Jones for intentional

infliction of emotional distress, assault, battery, and negligence;

3. Awarding Plaintiff punitive damages sufficient to punish Defendant Jones

and Wake Forest University for wrongful death, intentional infliction of

emotional distress, assault, battery, and negligence;

4. Reasonable costs and
attorneys'

fees incurred by Plaintiff in bringing this

action; and

5. Such other relief as the Court deems just and proper.
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Dated: August 4, 2020

New York, New York Robert J. Costello

DAVIDOFF HUTCHER & CITRON LLP

605 Third Avenue

New York, NY 10158

Tel: (646) 428-3238

Email: rjc@dhclegal.com

John M. Pierce (PHVforthcoming)

Andrew E. Calderón (PHVforthcoming)

PIERCE BAINBRIDGE P.C.

355 S. Grand Avenue, 44th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90071

Tel: (213) 262-9333

Email: jpierce@piercebainbridge.com

acalderon@piercebainbridge.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff Donna Kent
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JURY TRIAL DEMAND

Plaintiff demands trial by jury on all triable issues.

Dated: August 4, 2020

New York, New York Robert J. Costello

DAVIDOFF HUTCHER & CITRON LLP

605 Third Avenue

New York, NY 10158

Tel: (646) 428-3238

Email: rjc@dhclegal.com

John M. Pierce (PHVforthcoming)

Andrew E. Calderón (PHVforthcoming)

PIERCE BAINBRIDGE P.C.

355 S. Grand Avenue, 44th Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90071

Tel: (213) 262-9333

Email: jpierce@piercebainbridge.com

acalderon@piercebainbridge.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff Donna Kent
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